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Karnon Kidz

Offer a warm welcome to 
everyone regardless of age, skills, gender or disability.

We meet most Sunday a�ernoons 2pm-5pm in the vil-
lage hall where we build, rehearse and perform 
approximately 3 shows a year. 

Amateur drama�cs is not just about being on stage; 
there is off stage, back stage and front of stage too. It’s a 
place where you get to do all sorts of stuff in a safe envi-
ronment & where friendships forged can last a life�me. 

Interested in finding out more?

There are lots of ways to get in touch.

Visit our webpage: www.carnondownsdrama.co.uk
Email us: secretary@carnondownsdrama.co.uk
Find us on facebook. Phone us: 08454 500296
or simply come along on a Sunday a�ernoon and say 

We can pick up and drop off your bike
Bicycle repairs on all bikes 

(Road/Hybrid/Mountain/Child)
All aspects of maintenance 
and servicing undertaken

Full bike builds
Boxed bike builds

Wheel building
Friendly impartial advice on all bike 

related matters

For a full list of services available 
please visit the website 
www.ciclotech.co.uk

Contact Roger Farrell
07973 502368



Perran News

EDITORIAL

Another corker of a picture for the 
front cover from Steve Hartgroves.  
Thanks, Steve. A number of 
readers have commented 
favourably on the last front cover. 
It is worth getting a magnifying 
glass out and having a close look to 

identify the village landmarks. I did have one 
complaint: “my house isn’t in it”. I am delighted to 
put that right this month.   

Steve writes: 
 Perranwell village in 2019; the original medieval focus of 
settlement in the parish would have been the Churchtown 
sited around St Piran's Church. Sometime during the 
medieval period this focus shifted northwards to where a 
road forded the Trewedna Water, or Perran Stream. If this 
photo had been taken just 70 years ago, in 1960, the 
village would have consisted of a ribbon development of 
houses following the S-shaped curve of the road up as far 
as the 'triangle' where St Piran's Hill diverges from School 
Hill, with an occasional cottage sited beyond. The areas 
occupied by the new housing estates would have been 
covered in small rectangular fields which were 
themselves created when Perran Downs was enclosed for 
smallholdings sometime between 1700 and 1800. (Photo: 
Steve Hartgroves; Serial No:SHAP40042; 04/ 

In this issue is a loose survey form to harvest opinion 
about the future of the village hall. Please take time 
to read the article in this issue and then complete and 
return your form to the box in the shop. The prospect 
of a new modern hall is very exciting, although I know 
the current hall holds a warm place in the hearts of 
its many users. It is a building which is showing 
significant signs of wear and tear and its use is very 
much greater than anticipated when it was opened in 
1970, now fifty years ago. It may also allow the Ruth 
Collins legacy to finally be spent as she wished for the 
benefit of the older members of the parish.  

As I write this Storm Dennis is raging outside, hard on 
the heels of Storm Ciara. As an area fairly accustomed 
to wind and wet it has been particularly wild. I hope 
readers and their homes and gardens haven’t 
suffered too much. The mornings are starting to get 
lighter and the daffodils although weather beaten are 
most welcome harbingers of spring. 

It is the advertisers who pay for your free copy of the 
magazine every month so please support them. It is 

very gratifying that Perran News is perceived as such 
an effective local directory for the village. Readers if 
you use an advertiser in Perran News please could 
you mention you saw the advert in our pages to give 
them encouragement to continue supporting your 
free village newspaper. 

Yselkla Hall is advertising coordinator, as well as 
treasurer. Please direct advertising stuff to her email: 
perrannewsads@gmail.com Tel: 07933571681. 

Perran News is provided free to readers thanks to the 
generous support of our advertisers and involves a 
large number of willing unpaid volunteers to 
distribute it. As mentioned last month if you would 
like to be part of Perran News new help is always 
welcome.  

If you have an event you want to advertise which is 
scheduled for the first ten days of the month can I 
suggest you plan ahead and publicise it in the 
preceding month’s issue so people will have 
reasonable notice and there is no likelihood of the 
event taking place before some readers receive their 
magazine. THE COPY DATE FOR MATERIAL 
INCLUDING ADVERTS IS 12TH OF THE MONTH 
PRECEDING PUBLICATION PLEASE. 

Thank you to all contributors to Perran News. It is an 
enormous help if you type an item for the magazine 
on a computer word processor. You can send it in 
electronic form as a .txt or .doc file, on a disk or 
ideally as an email attachment. If you have an Apple 
computer, please could you send files as .doc or rtf as 
Pages files are incompatible with my windows 
computer. Please could you also give your pictures a 
brief descriptive title so that I don’t have half a dozen 
perrannewsnov.doc files to sort out. Thanks. 

If you send articles electronically could you not 
include fancy fonts or complicated formatting, the 
simpler the better, thanks.  

Send articles to me at markgripper@gmail.com  If you 
handwrite articles please make them as clear and 
legible as possible particularly unusual words or we 
may make mistakes. Leave hand-written material in 
the red box at the village shop.  
Mark Gripper 
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COUNCILLORS
CHAIRMAN Councillor G. Brown High Tor, Silver Hill,Perranwell, TR3 7LP  01872 862936

VICE CHAIRMAN Councillor M. Pryor Homefield, Perranwell Station, TR3 7NA  01872 865187

Councillor D. Angwin Trewedna Cottage, Trewedna Lane, 
Perranwell Station, TR3 7PQ

01872 864552

Councillor J. Burn 3 Tarrandean Bungalows, Tarrandean Lane, 
Perranwell Station, TR3 7NP

01872 870355

Councillor J. Davey 7 Westmoor Crescent, Perranwell. TR3 7JU 01872 862731

Councillor P. Fox 20 West Park,  Perranwell Station. TR3 7PZ               01872 865001

The Parish Council met on January 22nd, and there was also a planning meeting held on 8th January. 
Apart from routine business, the Parish Council also agreed to keep funding replacement defibrillator pads 
as required. An update was given re the Neighbourhood Plan.

Since the January meeting, Mr Graham Brown, Chairman of the Council, has stepped down, both as 
Chairman and as a councillor. This unfortunate event was prompted by his having received extremely 
unpleasant remarks from certain parishioners in relation to the process of dealing with planning 
applications. Councillors are volunteers and Mr Brown gave a large amount of his free time to dealing with 
various aspects of parish council work, including planning.  He had great support from Mrs Brown and 
they were both tree wardens for the parish. It goes without saying that his resignation leaves the parish 
council and the parish itself very much the poorer.

Planning matters are always the subject of divided opinion. However, it is important to remember the 
following: No one councillor makes decisions whether the council  supports or objects to an application, 
this is something for the entire planning committee. All applications are forwarded to the committee in 
advance of the meeting, site meetings can be arranged if required. On the night of the meeting, which is 
advertised in advance, anyone can come along and speak about a particular application. Having heard 
from anyone doing so, the planning committee do not base their comments on whether they “like” or 
“dislike” an application, but whether there are any valid reasons for objecting. If there are none, then the 
default position would have to be to support it. Each application is dealt with by a vote by every councillor 
present. The majority decision is then notified to Cornwall Council. Any councillor who has an interest in a 
particular application, declares that interest, and leaves the room while it is being discussed. A lot of 
thought goes into the consideration of each and every application, even though the Parish Council does 
not have the final say on whether it is approved or refused. It is only a consultee in the process. The final 
decision rests with Cornwall Council Planning Department and the Cornwall Councillor for the Parish. 
Should the Planning Officer disagree with the Parish Council, there is only a very limited opportunity to 
change his or her decision, based on valid planning reasons. This Parish Council has, and no doubt will 
continue to do so, challenged the decision of the planing officer, with some success, but only on those 
valid planning reasons referred to already. 

Therefore if you have something to say regarding a planning application, please don’t subject any Parish 
Councillors or the Council to ill informed and unjustified criticism.  Put in your objections to Cornwall 
Council, copy in the Parish Clerk or write separately/email or ring the Clerk. She will then always ensure 
that your views are made known to the whole Planning Committee. Contact your Cornwall Councillor 
about it, come to a planning meeting and put your views. Familiarise yourself with current planning policy 
and see if there are any planning reasons why it should be refused by the Planning Department. 

If there are any issues within the Parish that you would like the Parish Council to look at, please contact 
the Clerk. You are very welcome to attend meetings, whether it is the main Council meeting or a planning 
meeting. 
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Councillor B. Freake Perranvale, Stickenbridge. Perranarworthal. 
TR3 7QW

01872 863277

Councillor S. 
Kneebone

90. Wilkinson Gardens, Sandy Lane, 
Redruth, TR15 2FD

07530 018876

Councillor L. Marven 1 Westmoor Crescent,
Perranwell Station. TR3 7LP

07906 850568

Councillor D. Ward Gwyn Yol, Chyvogue Meadow, 
Perranwell Station, TR3 7JP. 

07919 594828.

Cornwall Councillor Peter Williams 07833 439168

Parish Clerk & 
Responsible 
Financial Officer

Mrs Anna Pentecost 38, Westmoor Crescent,  
Perranwell Station, TR3 7JU

01872 865172
perranpc
@btinternet.com

BIG VILLAGE EVENTS 2020 and 2021

The BV Steering Group met in early January to review the events that took place in the village last 
year and to make plans for the future.

The idea for a BV programme of events started in 2013, and these have continued every other year 
since then. There has been a number of different formats, the first one lasted one week, the second 
one month, the third two weeks, and in 2019 events were spread across the whole year, with 
several events taking place each month. These were all publicised in Perran News and on notices 
round the village.

The steering group has assessed the success of the different events in 2019. Some were very well 
attended, others less so. As a result, it has been realised that there needs to be a greater emphasis 
on advance publicity for future events, and plans are already being made to increase this in the 
future.

The steering group has decided that it will concentrate its efforts on producing a programme for 
2021, but it is keen to encourage organisers of village events in 2020 to use the logo of Big Village 
as publicity for them by attaching it to their adverts in Perran News and on their posters. 

In addition, Big Village banners have been purchased, with a grant from the Parish Council. These 
can be displayed whenever and wherever an event is taking place. If you would like to borrow these 
free of charge, please email me with your request : ian_halford@live.co.uk

I can then make arrangements with you for them to be borrowed.

We continue to seek new ideas for events and new members of our steering group. If you 
have suggestion for events that you would like organised in the village and/or would be happy to 
join our steering group, please email me with this information. There isn’t a major time commitment, 
as meetings only take place once a month, but without new ideas and new members, the 
programme will not develop and expand for the benefit of residents of all ages. 

Thank you

Ian Halford on behalf of the Steering Group
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Perran News

PERRANWELL STATION - WEATHER REPORT FOR JANUARY 2020 

Average daily maximum temperature:  10.2C 
Maximum temperature for the month:  13C on 14th 
Average daily minimum temperature: 5.6C 
Minimum temperature for the month:  -2.6C on 20th 
Rainfall: 4.73 inches 
Sunshine:  65 hours 
Wind direction: South West and South 

Generally mild 

January was generally mild, apart from a dry, very calm and settled spell lasting from the 18th to the 
24th, when daytime temperatures only reached 7 or 8C. Temperatures were around 1C above the long-
term average, and nationally it was the sixth warmest January in the series from 1884. 

Rainfall was near average for the month, while our sunshine hours were slightly above average. 

Winds were generally light, although there was a windy spell lasting from the 11th to the 16th. 

Wet Weather? 

It looks like February is going to be another wet month, with over five inches of rain in the first 15 days. 
But when it comes to world records, we are not even close. In Mawsynram, India, 467 inches of rain has 
been recorded in a calendar year. The most rain in one day was 70 inches on the island of La Reunion in 
the Indian Ocean on 16 March 1952. And, quite amazingly, on Guadeloupe on 26 November 1970, one 
and a half inches fell in a single minute! 
(with thanks to Campbell’s Weather Companion) 

And finally….. 
As I write this, it’s another very wet and windy weekend, this time Storm Dennis. Last week it was Storm 
Ciara. My very unscientific opinion is that these storms appear to have got worse since meteorologists 
started giving them names, like the (much more destructive) hurricanes affecting the Caribbean, Central 
and North America. They are certainly higher in the public consciousness. 

Perhaps dropping the names is all it would take to calm the weather down?…… 
Mike Hands 
mdh51@btinternet.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

Across 1. Suitcase 5. Brunch 9. Organise 10. Agnail 11. Crowning 12. Itched 
14. Dictionary 18. Not too late 22. Ephebe 23. Footfall 24. Tangle 25. Stunning 
26. Resist 27. Feelings 

Down 1. Scotch 2. Ingrow 3. Canine 4. So sensible 6. Rogation 7. Noachian 8. Holidays 
13,20  State of the nation 15. Anteater 16. Etchings 17. Cowbells 19. Atonal 20. See 13 21. Plages 
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Feel Good, Have Fun – Fall into Fitness!

Ac�ve Impulse Fitness
With   Cathy Whitmore

Keep Fit As- socia�on 
Registered Teacher

ALL WELCOME
Invest in your health and 

enjoy the benefits a sense 
of wellbeing can bring

All welcome - seated preferences 
accommodated for as well as all 

abili�es catered for with 
suitable adapta�ons.

6.30 – 7.30 Thursdays: 
Perranwell Church Hall   

Contact Cathy  - 
catherineswhitmore@gmail.com

or 07746 425726

Perran-ar-Worthal Village Hall

Thursday morning
 9.30 am – 11.30 am

Everyone welcome

Perranarworthal Church 
with 

Perranwell Methodists, Services for March 2020

Sun 1st March 9.30am Common Worship 
Sun 8th March 8.00am BCP  

9.30am CW

Sun 15th March 9.30am CW
Sun 22nd March 8.00am BCP 

9.30am Family Service.
Sun 29th March 9.30am CW
Churchwardens, 

      Mr Paul Stuart - (01872) 278273
                         Mr David Simmons - (01872) 862066

We welcome all residents and visitors to all our ser-
vices. The church is normally open for private prayer 
on Wednesday mornings between 10 and 11.

Pirans People is an informal gathering of parents 
with their children, normally meeting in the Church 
Hall on the second Sunday of the month at 9.30 am.
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THE PERRANWELL CENTRE 2020: THE YEAR FOR DECISIONS and ACTION

The costs of maintaining a village hall that will celebrate its 50th anniversary next year are considerable. As 
readers will know, the trustees have been considering whether it is better to have an expensive programme of 
refurbishment for an old building that requires new lighting, new heating, new floors, new sound insulation and 
many other desirable features, or whether we should seek grant funding and plan for a brand new village hall 
that has many more facilities and would be built to modern standards.   

The trustees have decided that we should seek funding for a brand-new building that will have exciting new 
facilities, additional rooms and modern sports and performance areas. It will also be cheaper to run and easier to 
maintain. 

Consultations with the drama group, pre-school and football club about the new build are ongoing, and it is 
thought likely that it may also be possible to incorporate either in or near the new building the long-awaited Ruth 
Collins Day Centre for the village.  

2020 will be a very significant year when important decisions will be made about the village hall that will affect 
our lives for many years to come and we will be encouraging everyone in the village to put forward their ideas 
and to become involved in this exciting project. Further news will appear about this in the coming months. 

In previous editions of Perran News, I have written about the need for additional trustees for the Perranwell 
Centre. There are currently 12 trustees, all volunteers, each with an individual responsibility for the smooth 
running of the village hall. However, many of them are well over 70 years old, and one person, who is 
approaching 90, has been a trustee for over 20 years. Age is not necessarily either a barrier or an impediment, 
but some of the older trustees feel that they have done their bit. Several may be standing down at the next AGM 
in May and some younger trustees would be welcome. We managed to recruit some estimable new trustees in 
2019, but we need more. 

We hope that you will wish to be part of this major village development and to this end we are asking you to 
complete the survey form and place it either in the box in the village shop or in the post box by the front entrance 
of the village hall. Thank you. 

This survey is anonymous, unless people wish to add their contact details. However, as an incentive, if you 
complete the questionnaire with your name and contact details, you will be entered in our remarkable, not-to-
be-missed special prize draw: the winner will receive two complimentary tickets from the Carnon Downs Drama 
Group and be able to choose either the performance at the Minack Theatre of ‘Sisterly Feelings’ or the 
‘unplugged version’ that will be performed at the Perranwell Centre on Friday 15th May. Plus a decent bottle of 
wine!! 

To be eligible for the draw, please return your questionnaire at the very latest by noon on Tuesday 31 March. 
Good luck! 
Ian Halford on behalf of the trustees 

MUCH-LOVED VILLAGERS LEAVE US 

Sad news: The three donkeys, Buttercup, Teddy and Angelina who have lived the “life of Riley” in their field and 
luxury house on the corner of Silver Hill / Greenwith Road for the last few years have moved to the Cotswolds.  

These three lovable characters have been good neighbours, and I am sure that the many villagers who 
incorporate Silver Hill in their regular perambulations will miss seeing these charming four-legged friends, as I 
will. 
Good luck you three. 
MBG  
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WHEN IS A BUNGALOW NOT A BUNGALOW? 

The reading of the plans for land development is apparently very different 
from the reality of the structures proposed. I speak of the so called 
‘development’ taking place off the top end of Greenwith Hill, parallel to 
Silver Hill. 

The first real indication of the height of this ‘development’ came when 
scaffolding went up on Plot 3, (of five) which reached the same height of 
the long-standing and long-living trees to the north of the site. Within days 
of the scaffolding being erected the timber framing was lowered by a 
crane and our worst fears were realised - the trees are now out of sight! These so-called Dormer Bungalows – 
Dormer by definition of Chambers Dictionary reads ‘dormitory or bedroom’ so we have bedrooms on top of the 
first floor. This in my book is a house and the aforementioned trees have disappeared from the horizon. The 
height of the houses means the rooms facing south completely overlook the properties already existing along this 
stretch of Silver Hill.  

Furthermore, as the distance between each plot is only a matter of a few metre, when the first four properties 
are completed the appearance will be of a terrace – a very big blot on the landscape. 

The bungalows already existing along this area of Silver Hill, were built into the side of the hill, so they did not 
come above the horizon! Should this policy not also have been applied to this ‘new development’, reducing at 
least some of the visual intrusion into these long-standing properties?  
– I wonder what happened to those criteria – with this new development?  

A public enquiry into possible development for this site was held in the late 1900’s after the Council had three 
times refused planning permission. This enquiry also resulted in refusal largely on grounds of poor access it being 
near the brow of the hill. This refusal apparently held no surety (a waste of time and money) as it was ignored, or 
run slip-shod over, when this new permission to build was sort. This was done so even though the traffic using 
Greenwith Hill, is now so much greater, moves much, much faster and takes little or no heed to the 30mph sign. 
The hill also has many more much larger lorries than in the 90’s, plus continuous use by very large tractors with 
very heavy loads of potatoes, both lorries and tractors service the farm further up Greenwith Hill. 

What a pity that some consideration could have been given to the residents in real Bungalows in the West end of 
Silver Hill, who now have these large houses (with 4 or 5 bedrooms), towering over them, invading their privacy, 
one resident will even have the gable end of a new build as the view from his lounge window! Even residents on 
the South side of Silver Hill have these ‘houses’ in their view from their lounge windows! 

No idea of the total height of these ‘houses’ was given on the plans that I saw when this development was first 
proposed – which hoodwinked me into thinking a ‘bungalow’ is a one-story house, when a ‘Dormer Bungalow’ is, 
in reality a ‘two-story House’. 

Why also must the garages be almost as tall as the houses? Big enough for use as a holiday let?  
We really are boxed in by this development. The only offering from the planning officer was’ natural screening’ – 
which needs to be least 12 to 15 feet high, will make our back rooms even darker – lets hope it is evergreen, but 
not conifers – perhaps some light green and cream coloured foliage such as Pittosporum Variegatum or even the 
pale green leaves of Griselinia.  

What a pity our County Planners do not take into consideration the current residents (who virtually pay their 
wages via Council Taxes), as well as providing space for new homes of which this development is my no means 
‘affordable’ (really meaning of the lower price range)  – which these new builds are certainly not. 

I am quite glad that my life span is nearer its end rather than its beginning!  
Pat F Ward 
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NEWS FROM THE POTTERY, PERRANWELL STATION 

A S Byatt, in her novel, The Children’s Book, about the Arts & Crafts movement, writes about the daily drama in a 

pottery, especially when kilns are fired: 

“Failure with clay was more complete and more spectacular than with other forms of art. You are subject to the 

elements... Any one of the old four - earth, air, fire, water - can betray you and melt, or burst, or shatter - months 

of work into dust and ashes and spitting steam. You need to be a precise scientist, and you need to know how to 

play with what chance will do to your lovingly constructed surfaces in the heat of the kiln.”  

At the pottery this month, we are preparing individual studio pieces for an exhibition at the Erwood Station 

Gallery, near Builth Wells in mid Wales, an arts centre sponsored by the Welsh Arts Council. 

Karen Carlyon, formerly my apprentice, is now a ceramicist in her own right with skills in sculpture as well as 

pottery. We are working on a joint exhibition, Two Potters, One Form, exploring the limits of porcelain, the most 

demanding of clay bodies. 

We are aiming for huge forms, some shaped like incoming waves, others ridged and richly textured, all as large as 

will fit into the kiln. 

I’ll be sending smaller pieces by carrier to the Erwood. Later we’ll be off to Wales to deliver our exhibition work. 

Budleigh will come too. 

HUGH WEST, the pottery, Tarrandean Lane, opposite Perranwell Station 

www.hughwest.com 

 A READER WRITES 

In response to Mr de Snoo's comments regarding the village 'gates'. 

Certainly, they are not gates in the conventional sense but it seems the best short 
description, they are generally known as gateway signs. Their purpose is to indicate the 
entrance to a parish or village and highlight the change of speed limit when entering a 
residential area. Trials of gateway signs began in the early 90's and they have been shown to contribute to a 
reduction in vehicle speeds, though often combined with other more expensive and intrusive methods. The 
design of gateway signs can vary significantly according to local conditions and available funds, but they are a 
frequent feature of rural areas. 

Many drivers subconsciously adjust their speed according to their surroundings, and anything acting as a 
distraction can enhance this response, that is why such traffic calming features are often described as mental 
speed bumps. I would not consider these gates to be dangerous, and if a driver were to approach something they 
perceived to be a danger would they not slow down? 

The cost of such gates is not excessive compared to other speed calming measures, and they are low 
maintenance being composed of a mix of wood fibre and recycled materials that will not rot or require 
repainting. Their appearance is also more in keeping with the rural setting as compared with most street 
furniture and signage. 

Time will tell as to their effectiveness, and additional speed reduction measures may be required, but I feel this is 
an innocuous low cost beginning. 

Mike Cowley 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 

The Steering group has continued to meet to develop the documentation for Perranarworthal Neighbourhood 
Plan. After gathering information from surveys, working groups and interaction with parishioners, we have been 
formulating the policies needed for the plan. Some members have met with officers from Cornwall Council who 
have given helpful suggestions for us to evaluate the progress made. The policies are now in the process of 
completion so that a final review can be made. Once the Plan has been developed, parishioners will have the 
opportunity to view it and comment on the proposals. 

Just to remind readers, the categories for policies are: - 

 Housing 

 Historic and Natural Environment 

 Community Facilities and Amenities 

 Traffic, Transport & Infrastructure 

 Economy, Jobs and Business 

 Sustainability and Renewable Energy 

If you want to look in more detail at the requirements of a plan, information is available on the Cornwall Council 
website in the Planning section. Just search for “neighbourhood plan”, where there is a wealth of material from 
guides and templates to plans submitted by other areas. 

As there is still a lot of work to be done, we would welcome anyone who would be willing to join the Steering 
group. We need help in organising the information we have into the format needed. Our webmaster and IT 
specialist has recently moved so we do need help in that area especially. If you can help please contact Helen 
Pettett (Chair) h.pettett@btinternet.com or Chris Ryall (Vice Chair) c5.ryall@btinternet.com . 

One area where everyone can help is in compiling a list of historic assets. Cornwall Council holds several datasets 
which can be viewed online on the County’s mapping website at:    
https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/
This system holds a large amount of information on archaeological and historic sites and structures, but may not 
include the very thing that YOU think we should preserve. 

Contributing to the Local List of Interesting Things 

What is missing from the lists compiled by the Cornwall Council are those features 
that have meaning for someone and it is these which we need to add so that they too 
can be protected. For example, the many water pumps and wells hidden in the lanes 

near to the older parts of our parish, the churn-stands at farm 
gates, granite styles that cross old Cornish hedges, old cast-
iron post boxes, drain covers cast at Visick’s foundry, and who 
knows what else?  

These features, which may have personal significance, perhaps 
reminding parishioners of events in their childhood or the 
more recent past, are no less worthy of recording and 
protection. The local list will be incorporated into the 
neighbourhood plan and the listed sites will be safeguarded by plan policies. 

If you know of something that you think is worth recording for posterity, then send details, with, ideally, a photo 
and a grid reference (or at least a good description of the location) to  Steve Hartgroves at 
steve.hartgroves@btinternet.com 
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PERRAN LAD’S WAR DIARY 

14th February 1941 
Friday 
Expect A. is wondering why no letter but the fact is I have the flu – sweeping the camp. I felt 
ill on Tuesday.  On Wednesday I went sick only to be told by the MO to get back on duty. 
Thursday, I went on Sick Parade again then the old so-and-so put me in the Barracks Hospital 
where I still am. No hope of Sunday leave. Still it’s in the offing. Afraid I shall miss my signals 
practice – just when I could do 6 a min. Had a reply from Col. Bartlett. He has written to the 
Adjutant on my behalf – really decent of him. Hope Jan has recovered. 

15th February 
Saturday 
Still in bed. Curious how the daft streak in me helps me out even when I’m ill. The way this ward is run 
would make a nurse hold up her hands in horror at the daily routine. Of course no female ever puts foot 
inside. The room is quite airy and contains 13 beds which is a good start for anyone with superstitious 
tendencies. The “boss” is not the MO but his 2nd, a First Lt. Smith who visits us three times a day and is a 
really decent chap. Have had no wireless for almost an hour – must be a record. Three blokes lie in bed 
and the other “sick” men sit around the fire and read the papers and smoke. In this ward even the 
“sickest” smoke bar me who couldn’t look a “fag in the eye”. Seems to be a new cult here which believes 
in curing by music. The speaker starts at 7.30 and goes on till 9 at night with hardly a break. It’s terrible 
but I get used to it. Meals are the usual cookhouse meals. I ate nothing on Wednesday or Thursday. Friday 
I managed a spot of cake. Today I tried some dinner and could not make it. The nurse RAMC orderly brings 
out meals and doses out the medicine each night (some iron rubbish). He uses the same glass all round 
the room, no washing!! Do I hold a record? Last night two “orderlies” came round with a thermometer. I 
did the necessary and he looked at it and said “____ __ 110 degrees”. It was really 101 degrees. I saw the 
funny side of it and said “then I’m dead”. I believe 106 degrees is the limit a person has ever reached and 
lived. 

Sunday 
Temperature down today to normal. I’m okay except for a fuzziness in the head and cough. Bacon and 
egg and coffee this morning – CH meal. Just think - twice in a month for Sunday breakfast – sheer 
extravagance. Don’t know how I can get this posted. 

pm 18th Feb. 41  Monday 

Can hardly believe three days of this cold and flu could make one so unsteady their feet. Waiting to get 
to town to have a meal. If it costs me three shillings I’m going to have some decent grub, decently served. 
Couldn’t touch the rissoles this morning - just managed some porridge. Couldn’t touch the dinner. How 
can they expect anyone to touch that muck when they’re on the sick list. Anyhow I feel better today than 
I did on Wednesday. One chap went out today called Grenville from Calenick - said he has played football 
for Perranwell. Jim Stevens back at work at Mellingey.  Quite an epidemic of flu going on - it’s going right 
through the camp. Letter from Exeter today - waiting for me to get leave. Doc came round today, says my 
temperature is normal - guess I shall soon be on my feet again. Shall be a week behind on my Signal 
Course. Would love a decent meal now. 
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VERY LATE VILLAGE NEWS - JANUARY 1904 

I have recently rediscovered a paper folder given to me 25 
years ago by the late Wilfred Miners. Wilfred was a long 
serving member of the Parish Council and great local 
historian. This folder had been passed on to him by Arthur 
“Arty” Philp who was foreman at Edwards Mill (Perran 
Foundry) who collected local newspaper cuttings about the 
parish from the early 1900’s.  

As you will see from this local paper cutting from 120 years 
ago there was all sorts going on in the village.  At that time 
apparently Perranwell had a brass band which was playing 
at the school concert. Mr Beard, the “witty rhymester”, 
and vice president of the mutual self-improvement class 
was causing great fun and merriment reading humourous 
poems about his class-mates to hearty acclamation.  

Mr Beard was clearly an accomplished local wag also 
entertaining at the school concert making the audience 
“roar with uncontrollable laughter”.   

A GOOD READ 

For those readers who use a Kindle rather than, or as well 
as, paper books. Mentoring Mr Singleman is a fun story 
about teachers, surfing and living in West Cornwall, by 
local author Kim Sancreed.  

For £1.99 on Amazon it is an easy to read, feel good, make-
me-smile book.  Great for a journey or holiday, but I was 
doing neither whilst I read it and still enjoyed it. 

Written from a teachers point of view in a West Cornwall 
school, lots of familiar locations and a background theme  
of why we like living in Cornwall. 
MBG 

FOR SALE 

TWO CARRERA  CROSS  CITY ebikes. 

TWO YEARS  OLD RECENTLY  SERVICED. 
£350 each or £600 the pair. 

BUYER COLLECTS. 
01872  864703 
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STITHIANS BOWLING CLUB  

 Are you or would you like to be a bowler? 

 All ages and abilities very welcome at this friendly club. 

 Taster Session – Saturday 18th April 1 – 5 p.m. 

Come along and give bowling a try.  All you need will be provided but please wear flat footwear.  Our 
experienced bowlers will be on hand to help you. 
Experienced bowlers also very welcome, why not come and meet us? 
The kettle will be on for light refreshments. 

Call Vyv Toms on 01209 860402 for further information or visit bowls.stithians.org 

MYLOR BRIDGE BOWLING CLUB 

Many people are unaware that Mylor Bridge has a bowling club, an amazing asset for the community.  It 
is situated on Passage Hill with one of the best greens in the county, a large clubhouse and ample car 
parking. 

Members come from quite a distance to enjoy the facilities and we warmly welcome newcomers.   

If you are looking for a new activity, we will be holding two-hour taster sessions on May 2nd and 3rd at 
10am and 2pm.  Just pop along and give bowls a try!   
Alternatively you can find details on our website:  www.mylorbridgebowlingclub.co.uk. 

Bowling isn’t just confined to the summer season.  We also have short mat and carpet bowls throughout 
the winter months.  Whist drives and quizzes etc also bring us together during the chilly period. 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

A39 SLIP ROAD 

It was interesting to read the responses to my motoring question, thank you to the contributors. 

However, I would like to add a cautionary comment. 
The suggestion that there may be times when no signal is necessary causes alarm bells to ring in my 
cycle helmet. 

In motoring accidents involving two wheeled road users, a frequent comment is "I did not see the 
cyclist/motorcycle”. 
All vehicles have blind spots and it would be far safer to always give a signal, whatever the situation. 

 Anyway, if there WAS no one there, then there would be no one to notice or comment that you 
signalled when there was no one there. 
Mike Cowley 
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PERRANARWORTHAL WI 

Our group meets on the second Monday of each month  

(except August) at the Perranwell Centre from 7.15-9pm. 

Come and join us to hear our speakers and enjoy tea or 

coffee with the delicious cakes the WI is famous for. 

Meet and make new friends..  

March 7th          Coffee, cake and craft sale  

(Perranwell Centre) 

March  9th          Annual Meeting + origami 

April  13th  Flower arranging

Angie Christophers 

May  11th Organ Donation

                          Paul Stewart 

We plan outings, parties and fund-raising events throughout the year.  

If you would like more information, contact our president  

Janet on 01872 864638. 

ST PIRAN’S CHURCH HALL
AVAILABLE TO HIRE 

SUITABLE FOR A VARIETY OF EVENTS 
REASONABLE RATES 
PLEASE CONTACT 

MRS H McCombie          01872 864050 
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PERRANARWORTHAL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP NEWS 

Once again there was a full house for the PLHG  January meeting. The speaker was Mark Camp, a local 
Blue badge Guide, whose topic was “Smuggling , Fact or Fiction” 

Mark talked of his involvement with Tony Robinson of “The walking through History” TV programme. 
Through this Mark started investigating the smuggling history of Cornwall.  

He mentioned many works of fiction that feature smuggling including the famous poem “The Smugglers 
Song” by Kipling. Like most of my generation I learnt this at school! Apparently this was written about 
the South East of England. Although we associate the SW with smuggling, Mark pointed out it was 
carried out in most coastal areas & the South East was nearer to France.  

Other fictional works ranged from 19th century works like “Moonfleet” by J Meade Falkner, children’s 
stories such as “Five go to Smugglers Top” by Enid Blyton, Kneehigh Theatres production of “The King of 
Prussia” about John Carter, the most famous Cornish smuggler & of course the popularity of the TV 
series “Poldark”.  Smuggling was generally seen as romantic! 

Although smuggling is chiefly associated with bringing illegal contraband into the country, goods were 
also smuggled out, including Cornish tin. Smuggling was probably at its height during the times of the 
Napoleonic wars when the legal imports dried up and taxes were high, including on salt which was an 
essential for the Cornish fishing industry. All classes of people would be involved in the trade, from the 
local fishermen to the clergy & landed gentry who would buy the luxury goods.  

Jamaica Inn gained fame following Daphne Du Maurier’s book. This is a tale principally about wrecking, 
an activity often closely associated with Smuggling although Mark doubted this. Jamaica Inn was 
originally a Temperance  Hotel. Mark thought the story of it being a Smuggler Inn was unlikely due to its 
inaccessible location far from the coast. 

Smuggling was a clandestine occupation but in Polperro, Zephaniah Job who died in the early 1800s  
kept records and some survived. Mark told the story of “The Lottery” a smuggler’s lugger. This was a 
large vessel with cannon and good sails to outrun the revenue men. The 1799 newspaper “The 
Sherbourne Mercury” has an account of the “The Lottery” being intercepted by the revenue men. The 
incident resulted in one of the revenue men being killed and “The Lottery” escaping. The lugger was 
eventually captured and a local man gave evidence against Roger Potter who shot the revenue man. 
After tales of escape & recapture Potter was eventually found guilty & executed. An account of the 
events written by Jonathon Couch at a  much later date gives a different account adding to the Fact or 
Fiction question.  

Mark finished his talk with a brief reference to drug & people smuggling that goes on today, definitely 
not a romantic affair.   

Perranarworthal Local History Group Future Events 
Tuesday 24th March 7.30pm at the Perranwell Centre 
AGM 
Although the AGM itself is for members only, anyone wishing to  become a member on the day is 
welcome to attend. After the quick business meeting you are invited to join us for free wine, soft drinks 
& nibbles. There will be lots of information about past and future projects and a display of some of our 
activities and research. Do come along and take part in a discussion about future activities. 
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The group would not run without its committee & volunteers. Please consider offering your help. 

Tuesday 21st April April 7.30 at the Perranwell Centre 
“The Ancient Buildings of Cornwall” with Eric Berry 
A review of historic Buildings in Cornwall, their structure and significance, how they are dated and what 
can we learn from them. 
All welcome 
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A gateway to Help, Support 
and Friendship 

2020 

 
14th   Jan:   Theme—”Moon and Stars”   
28th Jan:   Entertainment—Michaela(Guitar & Singing) 
1st Feb:    PANTO—Village Hall 
11th Feb :   Theme—”House and Home” 
25th Feb:   Theme —”Old Photos and Postcards” 
10th March:   Theme—”Flags.”  VISIT from Wiltshire Farm Foods 

24th March:   Theme—”Question of Sport”  
     & Nikki, Kempo Chi Kung    
14th April:   Theme “Nursery Rhymes &Childrens Books” 
28th April:   OUTING—Shelterbox and Coffee at Carnon Downs 

12th May:   OUTING—Royal Duchy Hotel Falmouth 
26th May:   Theme— “Race Day” 
9th June:   OUTING—Penventon Nursery 
25th June:   Theme “Food” 

We meet every 2nd and 4th Tuesday  

of the month from 2 to 4 pm 

at 

 

Perranarworthal Village Memorial 

Hall 

School Hill 

Perranwell Station 

TR3 7NJ 

 

*** 

For further information call: 

 

Bev Horton on 01872 275874 

Or e.mail:  

perranwellmemorycafe@gmail.com 

 

Join us for a couple of hours; a relaxed friendly atmosphere to 
meet up with friends and enjoy the activities, a chat and of 

course tea and homemade cakes. 

Perranwell 
Memory Café  
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Walk Harbour to Harbour for Little Harbour 

A fundraising group based in Truro are organising a sponsored 
walk called Harbour to Harbour to raise funds for Children’s 
Hospice South West’s (CHSW) Little Harbour in St Austell.  

The walk is happening on Sunday 19th April with three different 
routes and distances making it something that everyone can get 
involved in. Routes include 12 miles from Devoran to Portreath, 
9 miles from Bissoe to Portreath or 5 miles from Scorrier to 
Portreath. 

Roger Clarke, Chairman of CHSW’s Truro Friends Group which is 
organising the event said “We organised our first Harbour to 
Harbour walk in 2016 to celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
Children’s Hospice South West and it raised over £10,000. Following on from the success in 2016 we are really looking 
forward to getting even more people walking and even more money raised this year.” 

Registration for the walk costs £10 per adult or £20 for a family of 2 adults with children. Included in your ticket price will be 
a free Prima Bakery pasty, a cream tea at Portreath School and transport back to your car. The walk is being supported by 
Perranzabuloe Rotary Club who will be assisting with the marshalling and cream teas. 

This event is a fantastic opportunity to walk along the mineral tramway, join with friends, family and colleagues and dogs on 
leads are even welcome to join in too. Sponsorship raised by those taking part will help CHSW to continue offering care to 
children and families that visit Little Harbour for respite, end of life care and bereavement support. 

Places on the walk are limited so please apply quickly by emailing rogclarke1@btinternet.com or calling Roger on 01209 
481975  

The Harbour to Harbour walk will be returning on Sunday 19th April and there is a route and distance for everyone! 
Children’s Hospice South West (CHSW) 

 Children’s Hospice South West was first registered with the charity commission in 1991 and celebrated its 25th

Anniversary in 2016

 It is dedicated to making the most of short and precious lives, providing the best possible hospice care for life-

limited children and their families 

 There are three hospices in the South West: Little Bridge House in Barnstaple (opened 1995), Charlton Farm in 

Bristol (opened 2007) and Little Harbour in St Austell (opened 2011)

 CHSW is the only children’s hospice in the South West. It costs around £10 million to run the 3 hospice sites each 

year and the charity relies almost entirely on voluntary contributions

 CHSW delivers a range of services including short breaks, specialist play, music therapy, activities for siblings, 

palliative and emergency care, end of life care, bereavement support and specialist medical care - all available 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year

 The services are free for families. To find out more about our work, visit www.chsw.org.uk

For further information please contact Caroline Swain, Media Officer, Children’s Hospice South West, 
caroline.swain@chsw.org.uk or call 01726 871800  

 Twitter www.twitter.com/CHSW

  Facebook at www.facebook.com/CHSW1991

Instagram www.instagram.com/childrenshospicesw

 LinkedIn www.linkedin.com/company/2063633
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A montage of the recent Sleeping Beauty Pantomime in the Village Hall 
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                                  Perran-ar-worthal 
                                              Local History Group 

 

                                                                     Present 

 

Tuesday 24th March 7.30pm 
Perranwell Centre 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

This event is free of charge 
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                                  Perran-ar-worthal 
                                              Local History Group 

 

                                                                     Present 
 

 
 

 

Tuesday 21st  April   7.30pm 
 

Perranwell Centre 
 

Members  - £1.00       Non-Members - £2.50  
 

ALL WELCOME 
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Perran News Directory

March 2020

Organisation Contact Telephone Email
Art Group (Thurs) Tony Irving 01872 862115 wild.wing@virgin.net

Badminton - Tuesdays Tim Booth 01872 863585 timbooth007@hotmail.co.uk

Royal British Legion Wendy Frost 07717 378603 perranwellstation.secretary@rbl.community

Bridge Club,  Perranwell Village Malcolm Parker 01872 863170

Trisha  Wilcocks 01872 864550

Perran Bridge Mary Sawkins 01326 574893

Carnon Downs Drama Group Anne Lejeune 01872 865780

Carpet Bowls Club Jane Blackburn 01872 862082

Community Liaison Officer (Police) TBC 101

Cornwall Dog Training Frankie Bond 01872 864844 enquiries@cornwalldogtrainingclub.com

Cricket Club Bob Haine 01872 864029 http://www.perranarworthal.play-cricket.com/

Cricket Club Pavillion 07779 895771

Cub Scouts Ross Geach 01872 862117

Defibrillator Training Mark Gripper 07770 997778 markgripper@gmail.com

Dental Practice Mr N. Jones 01872 863399

Doctors Devoran 01872 562200 www.chacewatersurgery.co.uk

Doctors Carnon Downs 01872 863221

Football Club Contact David  Kemp 0797 1951201 k4mpy@btinternet.com<k4mpy@btinternet.com

Football Clubhouse 01872 870202

Friends of Perranarworthal School Tanya Holmes 01872 865952

Keep Fit Cathy Whitmore 01872 862040

Kenwyn Valley Flower and Garden Club Glennis Beard 01872 560609 , http://www.kenwynvalleyflowerclub.btck.co.uk/

Les Carrek Lace & Needlecraft Group Janet Dale 01872 863033

Memory Café Bev Horton 01872 275874

Methodist Chapel Beverlie Horton 01872 275874

Neighbourhood Watch PCSO Chris Braddon 101

Newspaper Delivery Almonds 01872 870477

Parish Council Clerk Mrs Anna Pentecost 01872 865172 perranpc@btinternet.com

Parish Council Website http://www.parish-council.com/Perranarworthal/index.asp?pageid=245545

Parish Tree Wardens Mr & Mrs Graham Brown01872 862936

Perranarworthal Local History Group Ruth Ward 7887768957 ruth_ward@btinternet.com

Perranarworthal School Mrs Rachael Heffer 01872 863004

Perranarworthal Pre-school Playgroup 07974 484841

Perranwell Centre Public Phone 01872 862144 pvmh.btck.co.uk/

Perranwell Centre bookings Karen Dowden 07510644160 pvmhall@hotmail.co.uk

Perran & District Poultry & Pigeon Soc. Shane Kneebone 01872 864409 perranpoultry@hotmail.co.uk

Perran News Editor Mark Gripper 01872 863833

Perran News Advertising Yselkla Hall 07933 571681 perrannewsads@gmail.com

Perran News Treasurer Yselkla Hall 07933 571681 yselklahall@gmail.com

Perran News Distribution Shirley Christophers 01872 864935 shirleychristophers53@gmail.com

Perran News Website / Facebook Sarah Smith 07968 366526 afinacommunications@gmail.com

Perranwell Stores / PO Alister and Debbie 01872 863059

Perranwell Garage Anthony Scrivener 01872 863037

Photographic Club Mr Roy Mc Bride 01872 863891

Physiotherapy Judith Handley 01872 870636 judithhandley@yahoo.co.uk

Royal Oak Lizzie Archer 01872 863175 lizziearcher@btinternet.com

Senior's Fitness Karen Dowden 07967 087511 karen.dowden@btinternet.com

St Piran's Church Hall Bookings Mrs H McCombie 01872 864050

St Piran's Church Warden Mr P Stuart 01872 278273 www.stpiranstruro.org.uk

St Piran's Church Warden Mr D Simmons 01872 862066

St  Piran’s Church Handbell Ringers Janet Thomas 01872 862876

St. Piran's Bellringing Alun  Thomas 01872 862876

Toddlers Group Tracey Woodrow 01872 862602

U3A Mark Breach 01872 862063 mark.breach@yahoo.co.uk

West Country Embroiderers Sue  Short 01872 864726

Women's Institute Jan Ellery 01872 862246    jan.ellery@hotmail.co.uk

Yoga (Iyengar) Carol Stephens 01872 870125 carol@tredrea.wanadoo.co.uk

Yoga for Ralaxation Deidre Mason 0209 613488

Councillors Cornwall Council Peter Williams 07833 439168 prgwilliams@cornwall.gov.uk

Member of Parliament Cherilyn MackRory

Zest For Life Fitness Zoe Crouse 07721 004122 www.zestforlifefitness.com

If you are aware that any of the above entries are out of date or no longer active please could you contact 
me on markgripper@gmail.com so the directory can be amended and brought up to date. Thank you. 
MBG

Perran News
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Alterations and Upgrades  
New Consumer Units (Fuse Boxes) 

Repairs, Fault Finding and Rewires  
Inspection and  

Testing/Landlord Certificates  
PAT Testing  

All work undertaken by qualified  
electrician to Part P and 17th Edition  

Fully Insured  
Credit and debit cards taken  

We are a local company giving a  
premium service at realistic prices  
Free site surveys and quotations  

Call Tom on 01326 722838  
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A.R.WOODCOCK

HEATING & PLUMBING SERVICES 

 Bathroom Design, Supply & installation 

 Floor & Wall Tiling 

 Kitchen design & installation 

NO CALL OUT FEE - NO VAT 
For all your plumbing requirements,  

call your local fully qualified tradesman 

CALL:  01872 580935 or MOBILE 07899967377 



Sat    7.30am -  5pm

POST OFFICE 
OPENING HOURS

Mon - Fri: 09.00  - 17.30 pm 

15

2.00 pm

SHOP OPENING HOURS

Mon - Fri 07.30am -18.30pm

Sat      07.30am -18.00pm

Sun      08.30am -14.00pm
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Cornwall Kitchen Studio 
Quality kitchens.   Great value.   Exceptional service. 

 

We provide a free, no obligation design and planning service.  Whilst this service is offered with the hope that we 
will secure your order, we will never pressurise you into buying from us. We believe you should want to buy from 
us based on: 

Choice - contemporary and traditional with literally 100’s of door styles available 

Quality - only the highest quality components are used in our kitchens 

Value - we work hard to keep our costs down so we can deliver better value to you 

         Service - committed to providing unrivalled personal service 

 

 
 

Take a look at our website www.cornwallkitchens.net for further information and to see photos of kitchens we have fitted, 
together with previous customers’ testimonials. 

If you would like us to visit to discuss your requirements, call us on 01872 865578 or email us at office@cornwallkitchens.net  

 

Showroom at Carnon Downs Garden Centre  





01209 862889

Professional Driving Tuition!

David J Simmons 

D.S.A.A.D.I (car) Grade A!

Qualified Instructor 
Since 2003!

Experienced Training for Today’s 
Roads!

www.david-simmons.co.uk

Search @Greenwith on Facebook!

(01872) 862066 / 07961216740

Tel 01872 863625 

www.ianmcbryde-aerial.co.uk 

A.D. GARDEN SERVICES 
LOCAL GARDENER 

PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
Contact Adrian on: 

07890 067843 

Adam Drouet  DPodM MCPod BA(Hons)
Health and Care Professions Council registered

PODIATRIST / CHIROPODIST

Treatment and advice for all foot condi�ons 
with over thirty years’ experience

23 Penhalls Way, Playing Place, Truro TR3 6EX 
EASY PARKING and level access

Home Visits Truro and Falmouth Areas
Tel: 01872 273689

Mobile: 07871 592849
For more informa�on visit adamdrouet.co.uk

General Nail Care - Corns and Calluses - Ingrowing 
Toenail Treatment and Surgery - Cracked Heels -

Insoles & Ortho�cs Diabe�c Foot Assessment and 
Treatment  - Plantar Fascii�s 

& Heel Pain - Wound Care - Verrucae - Bunions



Tel 01209 822592

Tim Cairns and Lizzie Archer

Carnon Downs

870801



KINGSLEY TRESIDDER
FUNERAL SERVICE

N.A.F.D.  MEMBER 
24 HOUR SERVICE  - PRE-PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 

TRELENDOR.  1 VICTORIA PLACE.   
PONSANOOTH.  TRURO.  TR3 7EZ.

TEL:  01872 863607.        

E-MAIL    kstresidder@hotmail.co.uk 

A.D. GARDEN SERVICES 

LOCAL GARDENER  
PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Contact Adrian on: 07890067843 
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