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Perran news, the village newspaper for perranwell station

and perranarworthal is now in its 35th year of publication.



For personal and friendly advice contact

Conservatories - Windows - Sliding Sash Windows

E-mail:  watkins@welcombe2.ndo.co.uk

862843



07971 951201
Karen Dowden 07510 644160
Email: pvmh@hotmail.co.uk

www.pvmh.btck.co.uk

INTERIOR-EXTERIOR
DECORATOR

Chris Marjoram 
For all your Painting 

& Paperhanging Requirements

Tel: 01872 862844  Mobile: 07765 691893
Email: christopher.marjoram@btinternet.com

GARDEN FENCING
All types of wooden fencing and decking 

supplied, erected or repaired

Call Glenn on 07787 111856 or email
glenn@fencingandgardening.com
Ponsanooth based     Free quotes given

No job too small!



Tre Place, Tabernacle Street, Truro
TR1 2EJ
Telephone 01872 262288

Anthony and the team extend 

Andrew Tucker
Garden Machinery
Service, Repair & 

Overhaul
07425571213

Roskrow Farm, 
Penryn, 

TR10 9AP

Carnon Downs 
Drama Group 

& 
Youth Group 

Karnon Kidz

Offer a warm welcome to 
everyone regardless of age, skills, gender or disability.

We meet most Sunday a�ernoons 2pm-5pm in the vil-
lage hall where we build, rehearse and perform 
approximately 3 shows a year. 

Amateur drama�cs is not just about being on stage; 
there is off stage, back stage and front of stage too. It’s a 
place where you get to do all sorts of stuff in a safe envi-
ronment & where friendships forged can last a life�me. 

Interested in finding out more?

There are lots of ways to get in touch.

Visit our webpage: www.carnondownsdrama.co.uk
Email us: secretary@carnondownsdrama.co.uk
Find us on facebook. Phone us: 08454 500296
or simply come along on a Sunday a�ernoon and say 

We can pick up and drop off your bike
Bicycle repairs on all bikes 

(Road/Hybrid/Mountain/Child)
All aspects of maintenance 
and servicing undertaken

Full bike builds
Boxed bike builds

Wheel building
Friendly impartial advice on all bike 

related matters

For a full list of services available 
please visit the website 
www.ciclotech.co.uk

Contact Roger Farrell
07973 502368
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EDITORIAL

The front cover shows the productive 
north west end of the village, with 
Colwyn Farm, Pryor’s, and Hazelton 
Farm, Colin Carter’s Eggs, prominent 
in the foreground. A landscape view of 

another of Steve Hartgroves’ glorious 
aerial photos. You can see the village towards the 
upper right and the viaduct on the left-hand edge of 
the photo. Steve writes in this issue with some 
interesting information about his photographic 
odyssey and corrects a misapprehension I had about 
last month’s cover photo. Thanks Steve.  

These very successful agri-businesses: Colin Carter 
provides a large proportion of Cornwall’s eggs, and 
Colwyn provide a massive tonnage of spuds and 
cauliflowers each year to feed our nation via 
supermarkets and crispers. I am sure many readers 
enjoy eating their superb produce produced on our 
doorstep. Thank you, gentlemen, and to your hard-
working team members. I am sure readers are proud 
and grateful that Perranwell is continuing to feed the 
country in these difficult Covid and Brexit times. 

Many readers will have heard of the death of Debbie 
from the shop. She had been battling with ill-health 
for some time, but nonetheless her unexpected 
death will have come as a shock to many of us. I am 
sure readers will join me in offering our sincere 
condolences and support to Alistair and his staff in 
what are already difficult times. Many of us have had 
cause to be grateful to you all for keeping the shop 
open and well supplied in the lockdown months. 
Thank you. 

I wrote about flujabs and Covid testing in last month’s 
Perran News. Malcolm and Anne, who produce the 
crossword, have told me there is now a Covid testing 
facility in Falmouth, near the rugby ground, should 
you be unlucky and need it. I presume you have to 
phone the national number to book one. If you have 
not yet had a flujab try and get one. 

It is the advertisers who pay for your free copy of the 
magazine every month so please support them 
particularly during the crisis. It is very gratifying that 
Perran News is perceived as such an effective local 

directory for the village. Readers if you use an 
advertiser in Perran News please could you mention 
you saw the advert in our pages to give them 
encouragement to continue supporting your free 
village newspaper. 

Yselkla Hall is advertising coordinator, as well as 
treasurer. Please direct advertising stuff to her email: 
perrannewsads@gmail.com Tel: 07933571681. 

Perran News is provided free to readers thanks to the 
generous support of our advertisers and involves a 
large number of willing unpaid volunteers to 
distribute it. As mentioned before if you would like to 
be part of Perran News new help is always welcome.  

If you have an event you want to advertise which is 
scheduled for the first ten days of the month can I 
suggest you plan ahead and publicise it in the 
preceding month’s issue so people will have 
reasonable notice and there is no likelihood of the 
event taking place before some readers receive their 
magazine. THE COPY DATE FOR MATERIAL 
INCLUDING ADVERTS IS 12TH OF THE MONTH 
PRECEDING PUBLICATION PLEASE. 

Thank you to all contributors to Perran News. It is an 
enormous help if you type an item for the magazine 
on a computer word processor. You can send it in 
electronic form as a .txt or .doc file, on a disk or 
ideally as an email attachment. If you have an Apple 
computer, please could you send files as .doc or rtf as 
Pages files are incompatible with my windows 
computer. Please could you also give your pictures a 
brief descriptive title so that I don’t have half a dozen 
perrannewsnov.doc files to sort out. Thanks. 

If you send articles electronically could you not 
include fancy fonts or complicated formatting, the 
simpler the better, thanks.  

Send articles to me at markgripper@gmail.com  If you 
handwrite articles please make them as clear and 
legible as possible particularly unusual words or we 
may make mistakes. Leave hand-written material in 
the red box at the village shop.  
Mark Gripper
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
PARISH COUNCIL REPORT FOR PERRAN NEWS 

The Parish Council has still been unable to physically meet because of the Covid19 
pandemic. Virtual meetings have been held for both the main council meeting and 
also planning. There is no indication at present when normal meetings might 
resume.  At the virtual meeting held on September 30th, special thanks were given to Louisa Inch, Helen Pettett and 
all the volunteers for the sterling work done during lockdown. Unfortunately there is still a need for a foodbank 
and the Parish Council has agreed to financially support this for as long as is required, along with any other 
assistance that might be necessary. 

Mr Richard Holman has now been co-opted on to the Parish Council, this still leaves one vacancy which cannot be 
filled until May 2021, when all council seats become vacant. 

If there are any issues within the Parish that you would like the Parish Council to look at, please contact the Clerk. 
You are very welcome to attend meetings, whether it is the main Council meeting or a planning meeting. The 
meetings will be advertised on the Council’s website, and if you would like to attend, please contact the Clerk for 
the log in details.  

Stay safe 

Chairman 
Councillor M Pryor                                            
Homefield, Perranwell Station                        
01872 865187                                                    

Vice Chairman
Councillor D Ward 
Gwyn Yol, Chyvogue Meadow, 
Perranwell Station 
07919594828 

Councillor J Burn 
3 Tarrandean Bungalows, 
Tarrandean Lane, Perranwell Station 
01872 870355 

Councillor J Davey       
7 Westmoor Crescent          
Perranwell Station 
01872 862731 

Councillor P Fox 
20 West Park           
Perranwell Station 
01872 865001 

Councillor B Freake               
Perranvale, Stickenbridge 
Perranarworthal 
01872 863277 

Councillor S Kneebone               
90 Wilkinson Gardens 
Sandy Lane, Redruth 
0753001887                                 

Councillor L Marven    
1 Westmoor Crescent     
Perranwell Station 
07906850568 

Councillor R Holman, 
The Old Post Office, 
Station Road, 
Perranwell Station 
07709956491 

Cornwall Councillor P Williams 
peterwilliams@cornwallcouncillors.org.uk 

Parish Clerk 
Mrs A Pentecost 
4 Mellingey Valley 
Perranwell Station 
TR3 7FR 
01872 863878 / 07762 028332 
perranpc@btinternet.com
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PERRANWELL STATION - WEATHER REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 

Average daily maximum temperature:  18.2C 
Maximum temperature for the month:  22.0C on 14th and 21st 
Average daily minimum temperature:  11.7C 
Minimum temperature for the month:  7.2 on 26th

Rainfall: 2.10 inches 
Sunshine: 159 hours 
Wind direction:  West and North West 

A Pleasant Month 

September was on the dry side, the only appreciable rain falling from the 22nd onwards. This resulted in some 
pleasant early autumn days, the period from the 12th to the 21st, in particular, being warm and sunny. 
Temperatures generally were near normal for September, as were sunshine hours. 

Weather Talk 

One of Dr Johnson’s famous comments was that “When two Englishmen meet, their first talk is of the weather.” 
This is probably as true now as it was 250 years ago. Surveys have found that 38% of us have talked about the 
weather in the previous hour, 56% within the previous six hours. 

Why is this? A book “Watching the English” by Kate Fox, a UK anthropologist, suggests that weather-speak is a 
form of code, evolved to help us overcome our social inhibitions and actually talk to each other. That when 
people first meet and open with “Ooh, isn’t it cold?’, or “Still raining, eh?” etc., these are not requests for 
meteorological data, but ritual greetings or conversation-starters . 

In other words, when we are greeted with, for example, “Lovely day, isn’t it?”, this is English code for “I’d like to 
talk to you - will you talk to me?”, or simply another way of saying “hello”. 

Surveys have found that weather-talk for purely sociable purposes is not confined to older people. In fact, young 
people are well aware of the importance of polite conversation about the weather, and use it as a way of gauging 
other people’s moods. 

Of course, the choice of weather as a code to perform this social function is not entirely arbitrary. The changeable 
and unpredictable nature of English weather makes it a particularly suitable way of starting a conversation. One 
of the few things you can say about England with absolute certainty is that it has a lot of weather. 

Mike Hands 
mdh51@btinternet.com 

VALETE – MENA JACKSON 

Mena Jackson died at home on October 6th after a short illness aged 97. Mena lived in the village for nearly 50 
years, coming to Perranwell when she and husband Wilf moved to Cornwall from Lancashire. Mena trained as a 
nurse and met Wilf, a well-loved local GP from 1974 till his retirement in 1989, at a TB hospital in Wales, where 
she was working, and Wilf was a patient.  

A well known and greatly loved member of the village community, Mena was a longstanding stalwart of the WI, 
and took part in many village activities. Renowned for her beautiful garden in West Park she so loved, it had 
recently been reconfigured to enable her to continue to enjoy and tend it into her nineties. Many readers will 
have visited Mena’s garden a few years ago when West Park had an open afternoon during a big village summer. 
A long life graciously lived. Many of us will miss you from the village landscape, Mena. MBG
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Across 

 1 Living with something to bear - promise this should 
be easy (5,9) 

 8 Type of squash not ideal on foot (5) 

 9 Chairman and prophet heard something growing (5-
3) 

 11 Put on another coat and relax on the road from 
London to Edinburgh (7) 

 12 Pancake including a measure for an artist (7) 

 13 In Nicaragua nothing is waste (5) 

 15 New town is not odd in a period (9) 

 17 Opts out and interprets traffic notices (4,5) 

 20 Some are natives of Wembley, perhaps (5) 

 21 Missionaries are first in the planet (7) 

 23 Hat Spooner found in the door (3,4) 

 25 Contrary river flows both ways to the location (8) 

 26 Most of King's work is not giving (5) 

 27 Top team enact chemistry test (10,4) 

Down 

 1 One of four angers French friend up before Easter 
(12) 

 2 Presses on in the clutches of the American taxman 
(5) 

 3 Rage and regrets apparently after a thousand 
jumpers (9) 

 4 Detains mother in tears (7) 

 5 Perform acrobatics after small fall (7) 

 6 Expression of delight for large follower of Catherine 
(5) 

 7 Bring round tea a miner stirred (9) 

 10 I leave African country with record that is 
pretentious but far from totalitarian (7,5) 

 14 New approach has your first fake news (9) 

 16 A molester fiddled with rubber, possibly (9) 

 18 Talk loudly - anger will warm you up (3,4) 

 19 So...a return journey for an artist (7) 

 22 At first some teenagers occasionally invite criticism 
yet are uncomplaining (5) 

 24 Girl's not finishing drink (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27
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Feel Good, Have Fun – Fall into Fitness!

Ac�ve Impulse Fitness
With   Cathy Whitmore

Keep Fit Associa�on 
Registered Teacher

ALL WELCOME
Invest in your health and 

enjoy the benefits a sense 
of wellbeing can bring

All welcome - seated preferences 
accommodated for as well as all 

abili�es catered for with 
suitable adapta�ons.

6.30 – 7.30 Thursdays: 
Perranwell Church Hall   

Contact Cathy  - 
catherineswhitmore@gmail.com

or 07746 425726
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Perran-ar-Worthal Village Hall

Thursday morning
 9.30 am – 11.30 am

Everyone welcome

CANCELLED UNTIL 
FURTHER  NOTICE

St Pirans Church Perranarworthal  
with Perranwell Methodists. 

Sunday services at 10 am. 

Churchwardens, 

Paul Stuart, (01872)278273 
David Simmons, (01872)862066 
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PERRANARWORTHAL VILLAGE MEMORIAL HALL 
CONSIDERED TO BE ONE OF THE COUNTY’S BEST IN 1971. 

I am always interested in reading about the quantity and diversity of events and groups who use the facilities 
provided by what will always be to me ‘The Village Hall’. The October issue of our Perran News conveys the facts 
about the quite exceptional use of this Village facility – good news indeed. Complements too must go to those who 
have had the hard task of caring for the Hall during this unexpected lockdown period and how they are trying to 
reopen it as much as possible whilst following the Covid-19 regulations designed to control this nasty virus. 

Chairman Colin Bridges paints a picture of a place really well used – just as it was designed to be some 50 years 
ago. Yes - the 50th Anniversary of its opening falls on 15th May 2021 – how time flies it is hard to realise that those 
50 Years have almost passed by. I well recall the fantastic support received before, during and after the present 
Hall’s building and how quickly customers came to use the various rooms it provided. The first letting went to a 
Wedding Reception, what an event for us to aim at, having to have the Hall ready for such an important occasion, 
on time, not quite achieved, as the main hall floor still needed to be varnished – so the wedding group were asked 
to take extra care to prevent spillages in case the stains spoilt the look of the new special wood flooring. They 
succeeded admirably I am pleased to report, and the floor was soon afterwards treated and ready for others to use 
– badminton, W.I. whist drives, dances, Poultry Shows and the likes - I could go on. 

I can assure todays’ parishioners that a great deal of thought and planning went into the rebuilding of 
Perranarworthal Village Memorial Hall. A new building needed to provide for a multitude of different events, so 
how many facilities could be provided in the multi-use building that was envisaged? 

How many would attend events or meetings? The size of the various groups, organisations and private parties, who 
could be attracted, would determine the overall size. What new functions might be attracted to use the place? 
Local organisation were consulted, especially those who had used our original hall – which was made up of the best 
bits from three ex-army Nissen huts, with all its faults; too hot in summer, freezing cold in winter, long and narrow 
– but with a decent floor, a stage - small but usable, a kitchen and cloakrooms also small but usable, but had been 
the best available according to the finances of the time. It certainly served its purpose well and I believe the same 
can be said of the present building! 

Colin makes it sound as if those responsible for the rebuilding, to cater for the activities of the 1970’s and onwards,  
are accountable for a building now totally inadequate – but they must have provided a building not only  ‘fit for 
purpose‘ but also affordable at that time, and of a type suitable for building in as short a period as possible. The 
fact that the place is so well used today is confirmed by Colin’s own facts and figures! 

I would like to lay some praise at the door of all my colleagues on the 1960’s and 70’s Hall Committees – (or their 
spouses and offspring), as sadly only Hugh Kneebone and myself still survive, for it was their collective foresight 
that established a building that has provided the village with a community meeting place suitable for such a diverse 
selection of activities, even with all the faults that Colin lists. As time has marched on since 1960+ so have available 
building techniques, materials and technology – the best advice available at the time was commissioned to provide 
the Village with a viable and usable facility.  
(Editor *See end) 

As these facilities are now considered so bad why I wonder has the lighting not been updated? Why has extra 
insulation not been inserted between the uprights, especially in the main hall, or double glazing (not in fashion 50 
years ago) not been undertaken? Perhaps heavier curtaining and/or acoustic calming panels, could have improved 
the sound quality etc. All these items have probably been addressed over the years by the company who invented 
the building system we used namely - Vick Hallam Building Systems Ltd (Nottinghamshire) – who are still in business 
today, - I wonder if they have ever been consulted for their suggestions to update and improve the building? 

Plans for the future are as necessary now as they were back in the 60’s – will the Trustees opt for the next building 
to be of bricks and mortar or of the latest suitable quick build material and styles – I await with great anticipation 
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for the answers. Colin and his colleagues obviously believe bigger, better and improved accommodation will be 
required in the future – but more use will bring more attending more events – SO – where will all the extra vehicles 
park? On the football pitch? (Not even I would dare to suggest such a thing!). 

Never-the-less - I wish Colin, and the rest of the Trustees, well. 
PFW (Pat Ward) 
Hon. Secretary to Perranarworthal Village Hall Committee –  
for an 18 year stretch of duty. 

Colleagues on the Village Hall Committee 1970/01: 
Sylvia Perkins (Chairman), Cyril Banyard (Treasurer), Frank Bache, Sue & 
Bert Carder, Ken & Eddie Gilbert, Eric Gilbert, Hugh Kneebone, Ken 
Tresidder and Pat Ward (Hon. Sec.) 

From this: Perranarworthal Village Memorial Hall being demolished 1969   

. . . to this on Opening Day 15th May 1971 

Opened by Marjory Hann of the National Council of Social Services 
whose advice and assistance was so much appreciated in the 
building of the then new Village Hall. 
Photos by Mary Hutt. 

MYLOR BRIDGE BOWLING CLUB 

Current sporting guidelines meant that our usual end to the bowling 
season, Captain’s Day, had to be on a much reduced scale – only 16 
players over 4 rinks, however there were a few spectators too - but we 
were not deterred. 

As luck would have it the sun shone on Saturday September 26th

allowing us to have morning and afternoon sessions on the green.  Such 
a delight! 

Despite social distancing our usual convivial atmosphere shone through particularly when enjoying a pasty lunch 
– those superb ones from the village butcher. 

Sunday 27th saw the working party in full swing preparing the green for 2021!  Two days of scarifying produced 
endless barrow loads of thatch.  This will be followed by reseeding and months of care and attention by the 
greenkeeper and his team. 

Outdoor activities will continue as we now have a Petanque Court.  May the weather be kind enough to allow 
time to fully enjoy the game. 

We welcome new members and should you be interested please visit our website, 
www.mylorbridgebowlingclub.co.uk, for details. 
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A NEW CENTRE FOR PERRANWELL  

Many people will already know that the 
trustees of the Perranwell Centre have 
declared their intention to redevelop the 
existing village hall by building a new 
Perranwell Centre. Work has quietly 
proceeded through 2019 and 2020 and has 
now reached the point where we have a 
comprehensive ‘concept design’ that can be 
shared with a wider audience for consultation. 
The trustees have been following the process 
recommended by the Royal Institution of British Architects (Riba), which is divided into eight stages, numbered – 
somewhat curiously - from 0 to 7.  We have reached the end of Stage 2, which has resulted in a concept design. 
The report of this stage, complete with drawings of the possible new building and its floor plans, can be found on 
the Perranwell Centre’s website at www.perranwellcentre.org

The design is not entirely fixed and will probably be subject to amendment and alteration, depending on the 
outcome of the consultation process. However, the design is at a sufficiently advanced stage to allow 
stakeholders, that is, anyone with an interest in the new building, to understand clearly the logic behind the 
design and the way in which the building has been devised.  

The present village hall was built in 1971 and has been a remarkably successful space. It was well designed and 
has been enormously well used, and we do congratulate our predecessor trustees on their achievement. But, 
coming up to 50 years old, the hall is of its time and is now showing its age. In recent years, the trustees have 
explored many ways of improving the existing structure, such as extra insulation, acoustic panels, better lighting, 
etc., but none have been found to be feasible. Two crucial reports were commissioned. The first was an energy 
efficiency survey in 2014, which reported that not only did the building have the lowest possible energy efficiency 
rating, but even attempting to add substantial extra insulation would make very little difference to the hall’s 
overall energy performance; thermally speaking, it’s an inherently leaky building.  

The second report was of a structural survey conducted in 2018 which concluded that, while the main structure 
was surprisingly sound and not actually rotting, the building had exceeded its expected life-span and would, in 
any case, be unable to bear the weight of any additional insulation or other improvements that would need to be 
hung on the structure.  

Other problems have emerged over time.  Acoustic insulation is extremely poor, with noise from one area 
disturbing activities in other areas.  There is no effective way to reduce problems of noise pollution within the 
building. Acoustic curtains were tried in the west room, but produced only a modest improvement. The current 
heating system is inefficient and inadequate, and the lighting system is poor and inflexible. The sprung floor in the 
main is nearing the end of its useful life and is subject to frequent repairs. The stage is outmoded and inadequate 
for modern productions. The pre-school have tried to make the best of their premises, but ought to have better. 
The exterior of the building requires increasing maintenance as various materials age and expire. Even the drains 
are producing problems, with blockages, collapses and the recent discovery of an unwelcome reverse slope.  
None of these problems is to denigrate the efforts of our predecessor trustees. When constructed in 1971, the 
new hall must have seemed like a palace. And next year – coronavirus permitting – the trustees do intend to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the present hall. However, the trustees have had to face the problems fairly 
and squarely: should we invest considerable sums in refurbishment that we know would largely fail to resolve the 
problems and would represent poor value for money, or should we go for redevelopment to provide an energy-
efficient and sustainable building for the next 50 years? We chose redevelopment. 
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In order to reach the current concept design, 
various surveys have been conducted to elicit 
the views of regular users of the hall, and 
discussions were held with other key 
stakeholders, namely, Carnon Downs Drama 
Group, Age UK Cornwall, Perran-ar-worthal Pre-
school and Perranwell Football Club. At this 
stage, the concept design has their broad 
support, although some matters will be subject 
to further discussion and amendment. 

The concept design has been shared with the parish council to seek their support for the recommendation of our 
architects to build the new centre at the edge of the playing field, which, the architects say, would meet the 
requirements of stakeholders and make the most effective use of the site. The reasons for this are explained in 
more detail in the concept design report. 

The trustees now intend to consult three further groups of stakeholders for their comments on the design: first, 
all the regular users of the hall; second, all residents in the vicinity of the village hall; and third, the wider 
community in the village. In parallel with this, the trustees will be seeking funding for the next stages of the 
design process. 

The rebuilding of the Perranwell Centre is a major project for the village. However, in developing our proposals, 
we have worked cautiously and methodically through the process defined by Riba. These proposals have been 
carefully developed over time with stakeholders and, at this stage, already have widespread support. The 
incorporation of the Ruth Collins day centre in the redevelopment, which has the support of Age UK Cornwall, will 
resolve a longstanding issue in the parish; the pre-school will acquire new, healthy premises for local children; the 
football club will be better integrated within the community with this new facility; the drama group will acquire a 
wonderful modern theatre, which will enable productions to be staged without affecting other activities; and the 
new building will provide a fantastic new venue for a wide variety of social events. This new centre will bring 
enormous benefits to our community. We hope very much that the community will now give its practical and 
wholehearted support to the project. 
Colin Bridges 
Chair of trustees 
The Perranwell Centre 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2020 

Each year, more than 10 million gift-filled shoeboxes 
are distributed to children in over 100 countries as 
part of Christian humanitarian project, Operation 
Christmas Child. This year, St Kea Church has 
become a local collection centre for Operation 
Christmas Child, meaning you can drop off your 
shoeboxes there during National Collection Week 
(9th - 16th November).  

Details of opening times and a step by step guide to packing a shoebox can be found on the Samaritans’ 
Purse website. If you can’t pack a shoebox but would like to donate suitable items for our youth group 
to pack, you can drop them off at St Kea (All Hallows) church during opening times on Wednesdays and 
Sunday mornings or contact office@stkea.org.uk

Please join us in creating a mountain of shoeboxes to deliver this Christmas! 
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ON THE PLAYING FIELD – PART 1 

The October edition of Perran News carried an article by ‘Fund Raising 
Friends of KGV Playing Field’ which attempted to explain the purpose 
of the playing field and the role of the parish council as the playing 
field charity’s sole trustee. However, some comments were either 
inaccurate or misleading so, in order to facilitate debate, it might be 
helpful to offer clarification. This month I’ll look at the reason for the 
involvement of Fields in Trust, the definition of an outdoor playing 
space, the kind of facilities that might be found on such a space and 
the possibility of improvement.  

Now, this is going to be an unusually long item for Perran News, so before continuing, why don’t you go and make 
yourself a nice cup of tea and I’ll display a picture like one of those old-fashioned BBC interludes. 

Welcome back and I hope you’re ready for the next section.  

First, it is necessary to provide a little bit of history to explain the role of Fields in Trust in all this. When land for 
the playing field was purchased by the parish council in 1931, it was simply a meadow that had previously been 
three separate fields. In 1949, the parish council accepted a grant of £500 from the King George's Fields 
Foundation (KGFF) to improve the field. KGFF had been established in memory of King George V, who died in 
1936, but disbursement of the fund had been delayed by the Second World War.  The grant was conditional upon 
re-naming the field as ‘King George's Field’ (to this day, many playing fields around the country are still known as 
King George’s Fields) and included the requirement to construct a gateway with granite pillars and heraldic 
plaques. KGFF was later subsumed into the National Playing Fields Association, which itself became Fields in 
Trust. Although KGFF did not originally impose a condition of prior approval for any improvement, that 
subsequently became the case with Fields in Trust. 

The article said that the trustees’ “sole duty and priority (‘putting their personal beliefs or preferences aside’) is 
to the playing field, to preserve its assets i.e. the playing field, entrance and 20 parking spaces.” This statement is 
both technically and historically inaccurate, but let me break in down into separate chunks. 

Let’s look at the definition of ‘a playing field’. Bear with me; it might sound obvious, but it’s not. The article 
referred to the 2007 trust deed, which states that the parish council “shall henceforth hold the property upon 
charitable trust to permit the same to be used in perpetuity as a public playing field (my underlining) for the 
benefit of the public.” That’s because the playing field was originally purchased specifically as a ‘public recreation 
ground’ and was ,therefore, legally protected.1 A ‘public recreation ground’ is more than just an open space. An 
‘open space’ is defined as ‘any land laid out as a public garden or used for the purposes of public recreation, or 
land which is a disused burial ground’, which is a very wide definition.2 Fields in Trust explains that “Outdoor 
playing space refers to land and facilities used for outdoor sport and play. While sport and play are the primary 
purposes for outdoor playing space, it also contributes importantly in terms of informal recreation, amenity, and 
biodiversity. It is important to recognise that outdoor playing space is not the same as open space, although …. it 
often provides for a variety of open space uses.”3

Fields in Trust defines an ‘outdoor playing space’, such as a King George’s Field, as ‘space that is accessible and 
available to the general public, and of a suitable size and nature, for sport, active recreation and play.’ It takes the 
view that facilities that fall within the definition of an outdoor playing space include the following: 
• Facilities for pitch sports such as football, cricket or lacrosse, including training areas 
• Facilities for other outdoor sports, such as bowls, athletics and tennis, including training areas 
• Designated areas for children’s play containing a range of facilities and an environment designed to provide 
focused opportunities for outdoor play, including play areas and playgrounds of all kinds 
• Amenity open space suitable for casual or informal play, particularly in housing areas 
• Facilities for teenagers and young people.4
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In other words, all these activities and facilities can be part of an outdoor playing space. As a little break, just sit 
back, close your eyes and imagine for a few minutes how many of these facilities our playing field could have. 
Right, that’s enough day-dreaming. Let’s move on and look at ‘preservation’ versus ‘improvement’. 
Although it is correct that the playing field is to be held in perpetuity, the trustees are not obliged to ‘preserve its 
assets’ in any particular form, as they might if it were an historical monument. The responsibility of the trustees is 
to maintain and improve the playing field ‘for the benefit of the public.’ Trustees of outdoor playing spaces are 
expected to manage and improve those spaces in order to meet current standards for recreation, sports and play, 
not standards that might have applied in the past. This obligation extends to all aspects of the playing field, 
including facilities, equipment, traffic management and car parking. Trustees must provide - and are expected to 
update - facilities that positively encourage sport and physical recreation for all ages. The installation of new play 
equipment for young children is welcome, although current guidance suggests that more stimulating alternatives 
might be better. But an outdoor playing space should have facilities for all ages and abilities. It is true that the 
football club is allowed to use the football pitch. Unfortunately, because of the slope, the pitch no longer meets 
current standards; it needs to be levelled and the playing surface improved. These are the kind of improvements 
that ought to receive a sympathetic response from the parish council. 

The article went on to say, “Any changes or improvements can only be made to benefit the playing field and have 
to be approved by the stringent rules of Fields in Trust.” Of course, any benefit should be for the public, not the 
playing field itself – an important distinction. But describing the rules of Fields in Trust as ‘stringent’ perhaps gives 
the impression that they would be difficult to meet. The 2007 trust deed does, indeed, state that the parish 
council “shall not dispose of all or any part of the property (in as far as it may lawfully do so) or erect any building 
on the property or any part of the property without the prior consent of (Fields in Trust).” However, that is a long 
way from implying that Fields in Trust would veto every proposed change. Guidance published by Fields in Trust 
positively encourages trustees of outdoor playing spaces to improve their facilities. Fields in Trust will carefully 
consider proposals for improvement if they are supported by charity trustees. If proposals are well thought out, 
they have a good chance of being approved. Our parish council needs to embrace the positive lead that Fields in 
Trust provides, rather than seeking to use it as an excuse for inaction. 

Change is possible. We have seen it happen over the years. Following the grant of £500 from KGFF, a pavilion was 
built, and later re-built, by the football club, and a toilet block was constructed in the bottom corner of the field 
(now disused, except as storage for the football club). Play equipment has been installed and replaced as and 
when necessary. 

A good example of the flexibility of Fields in Trust is their attitude towards the entrance, which the Friends believe 
has to be ‘preserved’ in its current form. Not so. Fields in Trust does not assume that a gateway constructed 70 
years ago will never need to be altered. They have already indicated that it would be acceptable to widen the 
gateway, providing the granite pillars and heraldic plaques were retained within the new design. This seems to be 
a sensible compromise. 

That’s enough for the time being. In part 2, I’ll look at the particular issue of car parking. In the meantime, here 
are some key questions that you might like to ponder: 
When were the playing field car parking spaces created?  And how did they come about?  

Answers next month. In the meantime, if you would like to comment directly to me, my email address is below. 
Colin Bridges 
colingbridges@icloud.com

1 Under the terms of the Local Government Act 1894 and the Public Health Act 1925 
2 The Town and Country Planning Act 1990, section 336 
3 Fields in Trust, ‘Planning and Design for Outdoor Sports and Play’ (2008), paragraph 1.6.1 
4 Fields in Trust, ‘Planning and Design for Outdoor Sports and Play’ (2008), paragraph 1.6.6 
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TAKING THE AERIAL COVER PHOTOGRAPHS 

Just for the record...the cover image of the recent Perran News (PaWAP40107) wasn't taken from a greater 
height than the other shots. 

Altitude is a crucial factor in keeping planes separate in a crowded airspace - to avoid any chance of a collision - 
so pilots have to get permission to change altitude from air traffic control (based at St Mawgan in Cornwall). They 
are expected to maintain a specified altitude and get grumpy if you keep asking them to go higher or lower. 
They're not so keen on flying round in circles either. That’s why we are lucky to have Pete Channon to fly the 
plane.  

We flew in at around 1,000 feet and stayed there for the whole flight; the images were all taken with the camera 
looking obliquely down on the ground, but some are more oblique than others. Those which feature the horizon 
are the most oblique - in these the subject does look farther away, and that’s because it is, but further away 
horizontally, not vertically. Another thing to bear in mind is that the camera is fitted with a zoom lens to allow for 
focusing in on small areas, or focusing out onto the wider setting of the site or subject 

The other crucial factor is the angle of the sun - the best images are taken looking across the line of the sun, shots 
looking straight in the direction of the sun are very dark and contrasty because you are looking at the shady side 
of everything; shots taken with the sun directly at your back have no shadows at all and look flat and boring. 
Shadows are crucial in indicating changes in levels and heights. 

I think that the only way you could get a significantly better quality reproduction would be to use a harder 
glossier paper for the cover - which you probably wouldn't want to do. No matter - they seem to be making a bit 
of a splash among the readership - which is great. 
Steve H 

FOOTBALL CLUB REPORT 
Following months of criticism and a continuous battle to even exist from a 
minority, the Club as a whole would like to make parishioners aware of our 
situation in the village and our aims.

We are a self-sufficient organisation who was formed about 100 years ago and 
has played at the King George V Memorial Playing Field for the majority of those 
years.  At present and for many many years, we have paid our rent to the Parish 
Council for the use of the field.  We also pay a rent to the Village Hall Committee 
for land on which the Clubhouse stands.  All monies that the club relies upon to exist are made from the bar 
takings, voluntary contributions from spectators and teas on a matchday.  Referees fees, insurances, affiliations 
and materials/equipment for the maintenance of the pitch all have to be covered by ourselves, and are extremely 
costly.   

We currently have two men’s teams which play in the Cornwall FA Trelawney League and the St Pirans League.  
For 11 years we ran a very successful youth team and managed to run two teams for a few seasons. These were 
run by voluntary coaches who gave up a lot of their time every weekend to offer a sporting provision to the youth 
of the village and neighbouring villages and was offered at a very low membership fee to cover costs and allow 
inclusion for all – over half the price of other local clubs.  At the last season that both teams were running, there 
were over 40 youth members. 

We have always helped maintain the field and worked alongside other groups to allow all users of the field to 
benefit from the facilities.  Recently we wanted to invest in new goalposts which we did at a cost to ourselves of 
over £3000.  This was achieved through crowd funder fundraising.  
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Unfortunately, we would not be able to cover the costs should one of the new goals get damaged, hence they are 
put away following each match.  We understand that there was disappointment by a parent that the new goals 
could not be used by children of the Parish, but it was always agreed that we would be putting a post back up 
beside the main field purely for that use.  It has always been the situation that the posts are taken down at the 
end of the season to allow the grass to be reseeded and to maintain the field. Although the football club has been 
successful in fundraising for limited improvements this season, longer term more substantial improvements for 
both the wider community and the football club could be enabled by the club and the Parish Council working  in 
partnership to pursue Football Association/Sport England grants. These funding pots are substantial and could 
provide a broad range of opportunities to improve the activity facilities at the playing field, for the benefit of the 
whole community. 

We have also recently been gifted two concrete shelters by Cornish Concrete Products, which we will be able to 
use on a Saturday as dug outs, but will be there for the use of the community as a whole – we have all spent 
many a time in the park as parents in the rain and think a sheltered bench would be a benefit to many! The 
football club has been in discussion with the Parish Council for over a year regarding the provision of the dugout 
shelters. It is a Football Association regulation requirement for a club playing at our level to provide such shelter 
for both teams, and they are required to accommodate a minimum of 8 players each, hence their size. We are 
grateful to the Parish for their support in agreeing to allow us to have the shelters. The exceptionally generous 
sponsorship of Cornish Concrete Products, will allow the community to benefit from a robust purpose built asset 
that would otherwise have cost in excess of £6,000. This can only be a positive for both the community and the 
football club.

As a club we are following the rules.  We have always paid the rent.  We have always maintained the pitch and 
have applied a verti drainage system to improve the grass for everybody’s use – a kind donation from the PC was 
given toward this when we initially paid for it, but not for further applications which have been covered by 
ourselves.  The youth team in its final season trained and played their matches at a college due to the facilities 
that we had to offer not being on a par with that of the other youth teams in the league.   

Last Saturday we counted over 10 children playing in the park – 8 of these were the children of 
players/spectators.  There were approx 20 spectators, (can be a lot more if not for Covid)– the majority of whom 
live in the village and a few who have watched for decades and is their only social interaction for the week.  The 
field is left clean and tidy the full car park is left empty once again. However, it feels as though the minority are 
intent on spoiling the enjoyment for others and have a personal mission to take away a part of the village that 
has been there for decades, IS enjoyed by many of the parishioners and, in this day and age, where we are all 
encouraged to be fit and healthy, offers a sporting outlet for anyone who wishes to join in.  We are not a stand-
alone entity and links with other groups/members in the community are very important. We are very proud to 
have links with the Royal British Legion who hold their monthly meetings at the Clubhouse, are all members of 
the football club and who were the sponsors of the youth team for a number of years.  We are not squatters as 
we have been previously called, we are not wanting to take ownership of the field and we are not disobeying the 
rules!   

A handful of people give up hours of their time each week to maintain the pitch, to fill out all of the necessary 
paperwork which is ever increased during Covid, to put up the ropes, to mark the lines, to clean the clubhouse 
and the changing rooms…the list goes on.  But to then continuously hear that we are being knocked, criticised 
and a general campaign to oust us is becoming increasingly debilitating.  Can we not all just co-exist and continue 
to enjoy what makes this village a great village? Too many groups and organisations are dying a very fast death – 
let’s all just work together to keep everything that this village has alive!  

We would love to restart a Saturday morning youth drop-in session with the aim of building a youth team, but 
need more coaches.  If you are interested in training to be a coach we can support you and put you through the 
courses – we’d love to hear from you! 
On behalf of the Committee, Perranwell AFC 
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TRELISSICK MANSION AND ESTATE. 

The earliest documentary record of the property appears in the 
Assize R oll s of 1280 AD for the Manor of Trevilla.  The next 
mention In 1327 suggests that Matthew Treleset was probably 
the tenant farmer from where the name Trelissick is derived.  It 
would have been a simple stone farmstead surrounded by pasture 
and cultivated fields.   Evidence of earlier occupation of the area is 
shown by aerial photographs indicating burial mounds and crop 
marks on the northern slopes of Kestle Hill nearby, tentatively 
dated to the Middle Bronze Age of around 1500 BC.   Multiple 
ramparts below Kestle Hill at Roundwood Fort were probably 
raised around 300 BC and the fort would have been lived in by a Celtic community, showing a continuity of 
occupation in the area.  Given the sheltered deep water of the Fal estuary, it was more likely to have been a 
trading post and tribal centre rather than purely a defensive fortification.  

The next reference in 1705 indicates that Edward Lawrence, a prosperous tenant farmer had leased land in the 
Manor of Trevilla from a John Willyams.  About 1750 his son John Lawrence, a Captain in the County Militia, laid 
the foundations for a house to the designs of Edmund Davy, grandfather of the Cornish scientist Sir Humphrey 
Davy.  It was probably on the site of the old stone- built farmhouse.  It was a villa with a two -torey central block 
with a loggia overlooking Carrick Roads flanked by two single storey wings.  The estate had a large walled garden, 
an orchard and a spacious lawn surrounded by a small park. 

John Lawrence died in 1790 and the family ran into financial difficulties with the principal creditor being Ralph 
Daniell, whose father the mining magnate Thomas Daniell the Elder known as “Guinea-a-Minute Daniell” had 
previously built and then leased the quays at Roundwood.  He had established a thriving port and a short-lived 
copper smelter there.     

In 1805 Ralph Daniell, who had inherited a fortune, bought Trelissick.  He set about developing the estate and 
acquiring neighbouring properties.  At that time, the land would have been open countryside with barley and 
wheat cultivated on the higher ground and with trees confined to the steep slopes leading down to the Fal 
estuary.  On the gentler slopes there were fields of rough pasture for sheep and horses with furze[gorse] grown 
for fodder and fuel.  The old field hedgerows are visible in the present woodland.  He laid out carriage drives, 
bridal ways and paths, and established plantations of oak, beech and Scots pine taking advantage of the 
abundant labour available from soldiers and sailors discharged after the Napoleonic wars.  He converted what 
was probably an old farm at Roundwood into a desirable residence and built a dream cottage on the bluff 
overlooking the quays.  This was opened in 1818 to a great fanfare with invitations to all the gentry of Truro for 
dinner and dancing under a temporary marquee with music from the band of the Royal Cornish Militia.  Strangely 
this cottage does not appear on the 1880 OS maps and has left no trace.  In 1823 Ralph Daniell died and left the 
house and estate to his son Thomas Daniell the younger. 

With the acquisition of neighbouring farms by his father and grandfather Thomas Daniell boasted that he could 
ride to his house in Truro entirely on his own land.  He radically remodelled the mansion with an eye to holding 
large and lavish house parties.  He employed Peter Frederick Robinson, who was a prolific designer of country 
mansions in many different styles, as his architect.  Robinson added porticos to the wings and a giant six column 
Ionic portico dominating the front of the building.  It was he, who most likely built the striking water tower in 
Flemish Gothic style with a conical slate roof. Water was pumped from Channals creek to fill the 7000 gallon tank.  
This building later became an apple store and recently was converted for holiday lets.  Thomas added to the 
plantations of his father and laid out further carriage drives and rides through the beautiful hanging woods on the 
west side of the Fal estuary, always ensuring that they were regularly swept.  He served as High Sheriff of 
Cornwall and lived in great splendour, but his expenditure outran his income, large though it was, and he ended 
in financial ruin and the accrual of massive debts.  His principal creditor was Viscount Falmouth, who lived at 
Tregothnan in full view of Trelissick.  In 1832 Viscount Falmouth bought the mansion and in order to avoid what 
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might have been a debtor’s prison, Thomas Daniell retreated to live in Boulogne for the rest of his life in order to 
avoid his creditors. 

Thomas Daniell had provided a home for his sister Gertrude at Roundwood House on Cowlands Creek, now called 
Roundwood Farm.  She was married to Colonel Gossett, who later became an M P. and was knighted Sir William 
Gossett of Roundwood in recognition of a successful military career.  His brother Philip lived in the lovely cottage 
on the bluff above the quays. 

 Lord Falmouth had made two failed attempts to sell Trelissick, before eventually in 1844 he found a buyer in 
John Davies Gilbert the son of the well- known and respected Cornish philosopher, scientist, politician and 
author.  The Gilbert family derived their wealth from their property developments at Eastbourne.  John Gilbert 
restored the mansion to its former glory after it had remained empty and neglected for 12 years and regenerated 
the overgrown garden and park.  He died in1851 and was succeeded by his young son Carew Davies Gilbert.  
Carew was a keen farmer and huntsman and he built the stables, carriage house and barns at Trelissick.  He 
commissioned the architect and church restorer Piers St Aubyn to add a storey to both wings of the mansion.  He 
dammed Channals creek creating a small lake noted for its water lilies, now in the Penhale estate.  He travelled 
the world and during his travels he collected plants particularly conifers and rhododendrons to introduce to the 
garden. The cedars, cypresses and holm oaks on the property are part of his contribution to the park and gardens.  
In 1899 he retired from the estate to care for his extensive properties in Eastbourne . 

The house and estate was then let to George Cookson, who was born at Trelissick in 1845 later to become a 
wealthy industrialist and magistrate, who retired to live and care for his boyhood home. In 1913 both Cookson 
and Carew died leaving the house unoccupied.  

It was then let to Leonard Cunliffe, who it is said had previously spotted the mansion, whilst sailing in his yacht 
and decided that he wanted to live there.  Leonard was one of the wealthiest men in the country, a banker and 
financier, whose brother became the Governor of the Bank of England.  He continued the ongoing improvements 
to the park and gardens and when in 1920 the Gilbert family put the estate up for sale, he bought the mansion 
with its outbuildings, the surrounding fields, the woodlands and Roundwood.   The lots for sale also included the 
Penhale estate and 12 farms, which then all passed into private ownership.  Besides being a highly successful 
businessman, he was a well-respected connoisseur of art and he amassed a fine collection of paintings, antiques 
and valuable objets d’art, which were displayed in the mansion.  He died in 1937 after adding the solarium in 
1933 and left the property to his step-daughter, Mrs Ida Copeland, who had married Ronald Copeland, the 
managing director of a pottery firm in Stafford making Spode china.  

Ida Copeland was born in Florence, the daughter of an Italian banker, Count Camillo Fenzi and his English wife 
Evelyne Stratt Galton.  He died in a hunting accident and Ida and her mother moved to England, where in 1898 
her mother married Leonard Cunliffe.  Ida became one of the earliest female members of Parliament, a 
Commissioner of the Girl Guides and a keen advocate of Women’s rights.  Ida and Ronald Copeland moved to 
Trelissick and planted many of the trees and shrubs that we see in the garden today.  

During World War II the mansion was occupied by the U.S. Anti-Aircraft Artillery and soldiers of the US and 
Canadian army occupied temporary buildings in the nearby woodlands prior to the D-day landings. 

In 1955 Mrs Copeland gave 376 acres of garden, park and woodland with a generous endowment to the National 
Trust. 

The last major event at Trelissick was in 2013 when the young Copelands, William and Jennifer wished to 
downsize and they held a Country House auction of the contents of the mansion.  The many valuable paintings, 
furniture, silverware and Spode ceramics collected by the Cunliffes and Copelands raised three million pounds.  In 
that same year the National Trust opened the mansion to visitors.    

Chris Burton.   September 2020. 
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SPEED CONTROL AT PERRANARWORTHAL 

Stewart Douglas and his team have been working hard to protect our 
parish regarding speeding, with some support from the county 
councillor’s community chest grant, and the Parish council. The two 
speed monitors purchased have been a real success, warning drivers 
of the speed they are travelling. The group is trying to get Cornwall 
Council to install adverse speed cameras on the A39 as the traffic 
speed through Perranarworthal is unacceptable. Speed in both 
directions is recorded.  The stats are sent to Cornwall Council every 
week, and also to our MP and the police. Pressure will be kept on 
until adverse speed cameras are installed as this is the only answer.  

Grant Funding support from government has been received to resurface Station Road in the new year and a new 
drain at the Royal Oak. Some road calming over the bridge and a safe pedestrian walkway on the bridge are also 
hoped for.  This is not before time.  
PW 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

Across                                                                                                          
 1.Quick crossword 8. Acorn 9. Mouse-ear 11. Restain  12. Bellini 13. Guano 
15. Stevenage 17. Stop signs  20. Arena 21. Marists 23. Cat flap 25. Opposite 26. Miser 
27. Manchester City  

Down                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 1. Quadragesima 2. Irons  3. Kangaroos 4. Remands 5. Stumble 6. Wheel 7. Reanimate   
10. Liberal party 14. Apocrypha 16. Elastomer 18. Gas fire 19. Sickert 22. Stoic 24. Lassi 
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A FAIRY TALE. 

Once upon a time, (they all start like that) there was a Princess who was not beautiful, but pretty. Her problem 
was that she had a blind eye but didn't know it. 

She met her Prince one day, who wasn't handsome but quite good looking. He also had a problem with a faintly 
noticeable limp, but didn't know either. The Princess noticed the Prince's problem, but thought to herself 'it's only 
a small limp anyway, and I love him so what does it matter. I may be able to teach him to walk properly after we 
are married’. 

He thought the same about her blind eye, he knew a good optician who may be able to help her.   So he 
proposed, and she accepted. After a lavish wedding they settled down in the castle bequeathed to them by the 
King. 

They had children, and were meant to live happily ever after. But, as is the nature of marriage, little things started 
to niggle. Instead of talking things through, the pair became more and more irritated with the other’s 
imperfection. The Prince could do nothing about his limp....he had always limped. And the Princess likewise about 
her eye....which she knew nothing of. 

Things escalated and they argued more and more until a passing neighbour from the castle next door  ( who 
couldn't help but hear these altercations) asked them if they had considered approaching the Healer who would 
help rid them of these tiresome conditions. 

The Princess thought this neighbour must have surely meant the Prince, and the Prince thought the opposite.  

They were both far too proud to admit that they themselves just may have a problem. So why would they want to 
seek help?  So sadly, the pair grew into old age, becoming more crotchety with each other. 

The children left as soon as they could to seek their own fame and fortune, dragging with them learned habits and 
sad memories. 
And all because the Prince and Princess were too proud to seek the Healer. 
Tam Lewis 

DEFIBRILLATOR UPDATE 

All three defibrillators in the village have recently had their battery-pad packs updated. They are checked monthly 
to see that they are functional. Thank you to the Parish Council for paying for the battery replacements. None of 
the cabinets is locked. 

In the first week of October the machine at the bus shelter was picked up for an emergency and taken out of its 
bag. It was not used as paramedics arrived quickly.  It was put back in the wrong section of its bag and returned to 
its cabinet. This is of no serious consequence, but the front of the machine ideally should be visible through the 
clear plastic side of the case which faces the front of the cabinet. This then means that the green flashing light is 
clearly seen, indicating that the machine is serviceable and ready for use.  

I am pleased it was available when someone needed it, and helpers were confident to fetch it and get it ready for 
use. Although we hope defibrillators will never be used, they are there if needed.  

If you retrieve one of the machines in an emergency and return it to the cabinet please could you give me a 
phone call, a text or an email to say that it has had a trip out of the cabinet. I will then check it over to make sure 
it is fully ready for the next user.  
Mark Gripper markgripper@gmail.com 07770 997778
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NATIONAL ADOPTION WEEK 2020- CHILDREN WHO WAIT 

Local families speak out to encourage people to come forward to adopt children who 
wait the longest. 
As National Adoption week kicks off (12th- 17th October), local adoption agency and 
charity, Families for Children, is turning its attention to finding loving, adoptive families 
for those children who wait the longest. 

Last month saw the launch of the National Adoption Campaign, #YouCanAdopt, which 
aims to bust some of the myths around those who are eligible to adopt. Families for 
Children are going one step beyond that to highlight the need for adopters to consider adopting children who wait the 
longest for families. This includes sibling groups, children over 5 years old, children with complex needs, Black and Asian 
children and children of mixed ethnicity (BAME); with a commitment from the charity to help support them when and if their 
help is needed. 

Latest figures out this month show that 27% of children waiting for families are over 5 years old, 5% have complex needs and 
over 26% are Black and Asian and children of mixed ethnicity. BAME children can wait nearly two years to find families. 

Charity Patron and Celebrity Chef, Michael Caines MBE, himself an adoptee of a transracial adoption placement, supports the 
work of the charity and says of his own adoption, “I grew up with a sense of knowing I was different but was adopted into an 
amazing family and never wanted for any love or felt that I was somehow missing out on something.”  Michael was adopted 
(the youngest of his adopted family’s six children) when he was 6 weeks old and his adoption story was always transparent. 

Local families are supporting the charity’s campaign and speaking out about their own experience of adopting children who 
wait the longest. 

Liza has adopted twice through Families for Children. Her first daughter was mixed heritage and her second dual heritage. 
Liza says, “Initially I was open to adopting a child of any ethnicity as my family members are quite unique (in terms of 
ethnicities) and I am fortunate to have a diverse social network: My eldest daughter was adopted aged 2.5yrs, she is mixed 
heritage. She was completely the right match for me, and her ethnicity was something that I felt that I could help her with, 
and most importantly, she wouldn’t be isolated and would be one of many diverse people. With my second daughter, I 
actively sought a child who was dual/mixed heritage as I felt this would be a better match for my eldest and me.  

“I think children who are BAME, do wait longer for adopters, largely as there are more white adopters than any other 
ethnicity, plus some white couples/individuals want a child who’ll ‘blend’ with them, or the adopter/s feel they can’t meet the 
needs of a BAME child in terms of their identity and cultural needs . And while I think it’s right to be cautious, white people can 
be supported to be actively anti-racist and adopt BAME children.” 

Families for Children has spent a lot of time dispelling the usual myths and barriers that surround adoption. This new 
challenge hopes to highlight the plight of these children as well as recruit adopters specifically for them. 

Same sex couple Joe and Reece adopted a group of 3 siblings and say, “When we met our social worker and we heard about 
the agency, they were so welcoming that’s what made it feel amazing. We felt like any other couple considering adoption, 
there were no barriers to us adopting or negativity towards us being a same sex couple applying - it felt amazing.  

“We do know as we get older there will be different challenges that will come up and certain situations, especially adopting a 
sibling group, but the main thing is we have the support from our adoption agency, our families and friends and other 
adoptive families. You know you’re not alone.” 

Families for Children’s work is centred on supporting those families they bring together. They understand the difficulties that 
can arise - maybe not immediately and maybe not until children are in their teens or early adulthood - but when, and if they 
do, Families  for Children’s Right Support, Right Time services will provide support and guidance. They can advise, offer 
therapy and counselling, or simply be at the end of the phone to ensure successful outcomes for children and their families. 

The charity is particularly keen to hear from people who would consider adopting children who wait the longest. Families for 
Children is urging people to take a look at the services they provide and how they can prepare and support you if you choose 
to adopt.  

Please call today on 01364 645480. www.familiesforchildren.org.uk 
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Organisation Contact Telephone Email

Art Group (Thurs) Tony Irving 01872 862115 wild.wing@virgin.net

Avon Sally Perkins universally.perkins@gmail.com

Badminton - Tuesdays Tim Booth 01872 863585 timbooth007@hotmail.co.uk

Royal British Legion Teresa Frost 07717 378603 PerranwellStation.secretary@rbl.community

Bridge Club,  Perranwell Village Malcolm Parker 01872 863170

Trisha  Wilcocks 01872 864550

Perran Bridge Mary Sawkins 01326 574893

Carnon Downs Drama Group Anne Lejeune 01872 865780

Carpet Bowls Club Jane Blackburn 01872 862082

Community Liaison Officer (Police) TBC 101

Cornwall Dog Training Frankie Bond 01872 864844 enquiries@cornwalldogtrainingclub.com

Psychological Counselling Kaarina Griffiths 075685 507705 info@taikatales.com

Cricket Club Dean Fletcher 07492 091660     http://www.perranarworthal.play-cricket.com/

Cricket Club Pavillion 07779 895771

Cub Scouts Ross Geach 01872 862117

Defibrillator Training Mark Gripper 07770 997778 markgripper@gmail.com

Dental Practice Mr N. Jones 01872 863399

Doctors Devoran 01872 562200 www.chacewatersurgery.co.uk

Doctors Carnon Downs 01872 863221

Football Club Contact David  Kemp 0797 1951201 k4mpy@btinternet.com<k4mpy@btinternet.com

Football Clubhouse 01872 870202

Friends of Perranarworthal School Tanya Holmes 01872 865952

Keep Fit Cathy Whitmore 01872 862040

Kenwyn Valley Flower and Garden Club Glennis Beard 01872 560609 , http://www.kenwynvalleyflowerclub.btck.co.uk/

Les Carrek Lace & Needlecraft Group Janet Dale 01872 863033

Memory Café Bev Horton 01872 275874

Methodist Chapel Beverlie Horton 01872 275874

Neighbourhood Watch PCSO Chris Braddon 101

Newspaper Delivery Almonds 01872 870477

Parish Council Clerk Mrs Anna Pentecost 01872 863878 perranpc@btinternet.com

Parish Council Website http://www.parish-council.com/Perranarworthal/index.asp?pageid=245545

Parish Tree Wardens Mr & Mrs Graham Brown 01872 862936

Perranarworthal Local History Group Ruth Ward 7887768957 ruth_ward@btinternet.com

Perranarworthal School Mrs Rachael Heffer 01872 863004

Perranarworthal Pre-school Playgroup 07974 484841

Perranwell Centre Public Phone 01872 862144 perranwellcentre.org

Perranwell Centre bookings Karen Dowden 07510644160 pvmhall@hotmail.co.uk

Perran & District Poultry & Pigeon Soc. Shane Kneebone 01872 864409 perranpoultry@hotmail.co.uk

Perran News Editor Mark Gripper 01872 863833

Perran News Advertising Yselkla Hall 07933 571681

perrannewsads@gmail.com
perrannewsads@gmail.com

Perran News Treasurer Yselkla Hall 07933 571681 yselklahall@gmail.com

Perran News Distribution Shirley Christophers 01872 864935 shirleychristophers53@gmail.com

Perran News Website / Facebook Sarah Smith 07968 366526 afinacommunications@gmail.com

Perranwell Stores / PO Alister and Debbie 01872 863059

Perranwell Garage Anthony Scrivener 01872 863037

Photographic Club Mr Roy Mc Bride 01872 863891

Physiotherapy Judith Handley 01872 870636 judithhandley@yahoo.co.uk

Royal Oak Lizzie Archer 01872 863175 lizziearcher@btinternet.com

Senior's Fitness Karen Dowden 07967 087511 karen.dowden@btinternet.com

St Piran's Church Hall Bookings Mrs H McCombie 01872 864050

St Piran's Church Warden Mr P Stuart 01872 278273 www.stpiranstruro.org.uk

St Piran's Church Warden Mr D Simmons 01872 862066

St  Piran’s Church Handbell Ringers Janet Thomas 01872 862876

St. Piran's Bellringing Alun  Thomas 01872 862876

Toddlers Group Tracey Woodrow 01872 862602

U3A Mark Breach 01872 862063 mark.breach@yahoo.co.uk

West Country Embroiderers Sue  Short 01872 864726

Women's Institute Jan Ellery 01872 862246    jan.ellery@hotmail.co.uk

Yoga for Ralaxation Deidre Mason 0209 613488

Councillors Cornwall Council Peter Williams 07833 439168 prgwilliams@cornwall.gov.uk

Member of Parliament Cherilyn MackRory

Zest For Life Fitness Zoe Crouse 07721 004122 www.zestforlifefitness.com

If you are aware that any of the above entries are out of date or no longer active please could you contact 
me on markgripper@gmail.com so the directory can be amended and brought up to date. Thank you. 
MBG
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Alterations and Upgrades  
New Consumer Units (Fuse Boxes) 

Repairs, Fault Finding and Rewires  
Inspection and  

Testing/Landlord Certificates  
PAT Testing  

All work undertaken by qualified  
electrician to Part P and 17th Edition  

Fully Insured  
Credit and debit cards taken  

We are a local company giving a  
premium service at realistic prices  
Free site surveys and quotations  

Call Tom on 01326 722838  



Perran News

Retired Qualified 
Tradesman. 

Now offering a 
Handyman service. 

No VAT. 
No callout fee. 
Sensible rates. 

Most small jobs considered. 

Phone Alan on 

01872 580935
Or 07899 967377.



Sat    7.30am -  5pm

POST OFFICE 
OPENING HOURS

Mon - Fri: 09.00  - 17.30 pm 

15

2.00 pm

SHOP OPENING HOURS

Mon - Fri 07.30am -18.30pm

Sat      07.30am -18.00pm

Sun      08.30am -14.00pm



Perran News

Cornwall Kitchen Studio 
Quality kitchens.   Great value.   Exceptional service. 

 

We provide a free, no obligation design and planning service.  Whilst this service is offered with the hope that we 
will secure your order, we will never pressurise you into buying from us. We believe you should want to buy from 
us based on: 

Choice - contemporary and traditional with literally 100’s of door styles available 

Quality - only the highest quality components are used in our kitchens 

Value - we work hard to keep our costs down so we can deliver better value to you 

         Service - committed to providing unrivalled personal service 

 

 
 

Take a look at our website www.cornwallkitchens.net for further information and to see photos of kitchens we have fitted, 
together with previous customers’ testimonials. 

If you would like us to visit to discuss your requirements, call us on 01872 865578 or email us at office@cornwallkitchens.net  

 

Showroom at Carnon Downs Garden Centre  





01209 862889

Professional Driving Tuition!

David J Simmons 

D.S.A.A.D.I (car) Grade A!

Qualified Instructor 
Since 2003!

Experienced Training for Today’s 
Roads!

www.david-simmons.co.uk

Search @Greenwith on Facebook!

(01872) 862066 / 07961216740

Tel 01872 863625 

www.ianmcbryde-aerial.co.uk 

A.D. GARDEN SERVICES 
LOCAL GARDENER 

PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
Contact Adrian on: 

07890 067843 

Adam Drouet  DPodM MCPod BA(Hons)
Health and Care Professions Council registered

PODIATRIST / CHIROPODIST

Treatment and advice for all foot condi�ons 
with over thirty years’ experience

23 Penhalls Way, Playing Place, Truro TR3 6EX 
EASY PARKING and level access

Home Visits Truro and Falmouth Areas
Tel: 01872 273689

Mobile: 07871 592849
For more informa�on visit adamdrouet.co.uk

General Nail Care - Corns and Calluses - Ingrowing 
Toenail Treatment and Surgery - Cracked Heels -

Insoles & Ortho�cs Diabe�c Foot Assessment and 
Treatment  - Plantar Fascii�s 

& Heel Pain - Wound Care - Verrucae - Bunions



Tel 01209 822592

Tim Cairns and Lizzie Archer

Carnon Downs

870801



KINGSLEY TRESIDDER
FUNERAL SERVICE

N.A.F.D.  MEMBER 
24 HOUR SERVICE  - PRE-PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 

TRELENDOR.  1 VICTORIA PLACE.   
PONSANOOTH.  TRURO.  TR3 7EZ.

TEL:  01872 863607.        

E-MAIL    kstresidder@hotmail.co.uk 

A.D. GARDEN SERVICES 

LOCAL GARDENER  
PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Contact Adrian on: 07890067843 
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